Priyamvada Gopal, Department of English, University of Cambridge, UK
‘This riveting study illuminates the complexity of Darcus Howe’s lifelong dedication to radical
politics. Diligently researched and engagingly written, this remarkable book articulates and
salutes a unique presence in modern British history; an activist whose stance against racial
oppression remains undiminished, unapologetic and uncompromising, in a contemporary
world too-often dominated by the shape-shifting of spin and short-term reactive thinking.’

‘This biography of Darcus Howe serves as an exposition of an unexplored though centrally
significant dimension of contemporary British history.’
Farrukh Dhondy, author of C.L.R. James: Cricket, The Caribbean and World Revolution
Darcus Howe: A Political Biography examines the struggle for racial justice in Britain,
through the lens of one of Britain’s most prominent and controversial black journalists and
campaigners.
Born in Trinidad during the dying days of British colonialism, Howe became an uncompromising
champion of racial justice. The book examines how Howe’s unique political outlook was
inspired by the example of his mentor and great uncle C.L.R. James, and forged in the heat
of the American civil rights movement, as well as Trinidad’s Black Power Revolution.

Robin Bunce is Director of Studies for Politics at Homerton College and a Bye-Fellow in History
at St Edmund’s College, University of Cambridge, UK.
Paul Field worked as a journalist for many years during which he covered issues including
policing and asylum, before qualifying as a lawyer practicing in the fields of discrimination
and employment.
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The book sheds new light on Howe’s leading role in the defining struggles in Britain against
institutional racism in the police, the courts and the media. It focuses on his part as a
defendant in the trial of the Mangrove Nine, the high point of Black Power in Britain; his role
in conceiving and organizing the Black People’s Day of Action, the largest ever demonstration
by the black community in Britain; and his later work as one of Britain’s most prominent
journalists and political commentators.

A Political Biography

Deirdre Osborne, Department of Theatre and Performance, Goldsmiths, University of London, UK

Darcus Howe

‘This is a deeply informative and significant biographical study of a hugely important figure
in the fight for race equality in Britain. Bunce and Field set their account of the life and work of
campaigner and intellectual, Darcus Howe, within the larger context of anti-colonial struggles
and anti-racist organizing in the Caribbean and in Britain. Essential reading for anyone with
an interest in both black history and people’s resistance movements.’
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