Your only free community newspaper

GET FIT FOR SUMMER
Win fitness sessions p20

GRILLING LEVI ROOTS
Reggae Roasting p14

Edition 11 FREE

JUNE 2013

Save Our Station!

INSIDE...

Brix and Mortar

The Bugle Arts Team explore the
stories behind Brixton’s unique
landmarks to celebrate the 2013
London Festival of Architecture.
		Feature, p12-13

Alt-J at the academy
Residents, politicians and union
members in Brixton have stepped
up the battle to save Clapham Fire
Station, claiming that increased response times will cost lives across
Lambeth.
The London Fire Brigade (LFB)
is consulting on proposals to close
Clapham Fire Station, as well as 11

others across London, under plans
approved by the mayor Boris Johnson.
Dozens of firefighters, councillors and unionists marched from
Brixton Fire Station to a packed
Lambeth Town Hall, Acre Lane,
for the first of the London Fire
Brigade’s public consultation meet-

ings.
Demonstrators were joined by a
decommissioned fire engine, playing Ring of Fire by Johnny Cash
through speakers, before union
representatives and community
leaders addressed the crowd.
Writing in The Brixton Bugle
this week, Streatham MP Chuka

Brixton Blog has been awarded
funding after winning a competition for local news projects.
The Carnegie UK Trust announced in May that Brixton Blog
would receive £10,000 over the duration of a year to accept trainees
on a work placement programme
in Brixton.
The project will welcome young
people to the Brixton Blog for
highly-structured work placements
which will see them gaining vi-

tal experience in the journalism
industry, while learning skills including media law, ethics and story-writing.
Zoe Jewell, co-editor of the Brixton Blog and Brixton Bugle said:
“We are so pleased to hear about
the funding from the Carnegie
Trust. We have grown rapidly over
the past year and for a newspaper
run by volunteers, this will be a
massive help on the road to making
hyperlocal news in Brixton truly

sustainable.
“We’ll be able to carry out a project which we have long wanted to
do – training young people from
Lambeth in journalism which will
bring new perspectives to the site
and provide our trainees with new
opportunities.”
The Carnegie UK Trust revealed
five winning projects of its £50,000
‘Neighbourhood News’ initiative,
set up to develop innovative ways
of producing news.

Funding win for Blog

Umunna said: “I am determined to
fight as hard as possible against this
cut. I would urge everyone living
locally to respond to the consultation, the Conservatives, the Liberal
Democrats, and Boris Johnson, so
we can force them to change course
so that Clapham Fire Station is
saved.” 		
Cont. on p2

We were there as the band du jour
played to a sell-out O2 Academy,
plus we look around the Brixton
studio where they made their debut Mercury-winning album.
Culture p14

Glorious Food
If you are aged 18-25 and
interested in taking part in the
placement, please email the team
at training@brixtonblog.com

Miss South cooks squid with callaloo and sips botanical cocktails,
while Lindsay heads to Courtesan
to try jerk chicken dim sum and
parcels galore.
Food , p17
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The Brixton Bugle & BrixtonBlog.com
are edited in Brixton by Zoe Jewell
and Tim Dickens.
Both the website and newspaper are
published by a not-for-profit
community organisation. It’s run
by a committed team of people from
Brixton.
Brixton Blog and Bugle
The Piano Club
9 Brighton Terrace
SW9 8DJ
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»food@brixtonblog.com
SPORT
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A massive thank you to everybody
involved in making this issue, and the
Blog & Bugle project, a success.
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ANGRY: Firefighters
march through Brixton.
Pictures: Tim Dickens

Fire station closure ‘will cost lives’
Continued from page 1...
The news comes as Clapham and
Brixton firefighters were praised
for a quick response to two major fires at the end of May which
could have put lives in danger.
Although Brixton Station,
in Gresham Road, is not at risk
of closure, the Clapham base is
the secondary station providing
cover in Brixton, vital for any
fire in a large blocks of flats or
in an estate.
According to the LFB, response times to emergencies will
rise in Clapham Common by
2.57mins and in Clapham Town
by 3.57mins if the plans are im-

plemented.
At a feisty meeting in the Assembly Rooms on May 16, Fire
Commissioner Ron Dobson was
heckled by activists and Union
Members as he defended the
cuts.
Val Shawcross said: “My
promise to you is that I will continue to fight against the closure
of Fire Stations. The pop in this
borough is growing rapidly –
Clapham Fire Station must stay.
“When you look at the attendance times in this borough, in
six of our 21 boroughs the attendance time for the first fire engine will be longer than six min-

utes, and for Clapham it’s nearly
eight minutes.”
A firefighter at Clapham, who
gave his name as Lewis, said:
“These cuts will cost lives, there
is no doubt about that. Keep
Clapham open.”
Conservative chairman of
the London Fire and Planning
Authority, James Cleverly, said:
“I can absolutely understand
that for people living close to a
fire station that is proposed for
closure that that would be disconcerting. But that’s why we’re
maintaining the work we do on
preventative work and community fire safety.”

A LFB spokesperson said:
“The proposals currently out
for public consultation seek to
maintain our London-wide response targets, which as a London-wide fire brigade is how we
plan the service we provide.
“The ward level data shows
how varied response times
are across the capital. As is the
case now, over half of all London wards would, on average,
continue to get a first response
within the six minute target if
the proposals are agreed.”
More coverage, videos and
pictures at Brixtonblog.com

Men jailed for life for Nana
Darko-Frempong murder
Two men have been jailed for family and friends are underlife at the Old Bailey for shoot- standably devastated by their
ing dead the teenager Nana loss and, as with all gun crime,
Darko-Frempong.
another family has been torn
The innocent 18-year-old apart by such a senseless act.”
was walking home on the Tulse
Romario Henry, 22, and
Hill estate when he was shot two other men, who cannot be
twice and killed in June 2011.
named, were found guilty of
Christopher Gabriel, 25, perverting the course of justice
and another 25-year-old man, and jailed for eight years.
who cannot be named for legal
Al Daniels, 23, was convictreasons, were ordered to serve ed of having a firearm with ina minimum term of 30 years tent to endanger life and other
each.
firearms offences. He will be
DI Matt Gosling, of Tri- sentenced on 28 June.
dent Gang Command, said:
“Nana Darko-Frempong was a
hard-working young man who
had everything to live for. He
was in a long-term relationship
with his girlfriend and he and
his family had been looking
forward to him completing his
college course and securing a
good job.
“He was not in a gang - he
just lived in an area that his
killers took exception to. His TRAGIC: Darko-Frempong

Nightclub relaunch
Two linked central Brixton venues have announced a revamp
and are set to relaunch together
as The Lambeth.
The former Clubhouse
nightclub upstairs, and the
ground floor Prince pub, next
to KFC on Coldharbour Lane,
have had separate identities
despite being linked inside and

run by the same people.
The Lambeth’s Keiron Yates
told The Brixton Bugle that the
relaunch would include a delicatessen. The place’s famous
roof terrace will also remain.
Keiron said: “We are looking to fully utilise the amazing
spaces this one-of-a-kind venue
has to offer.”

Go ahead for Tesco
Express at George IV

BY VIVIENNE LEWIS
Councillors have given planning
clearance for a Tesco Express
store in the former George IV
pub, in Brixton Hill.
While
the
supermarket
doesn’t need permission to use
the historic building as a “basket
store”, they had to apply to make
any physical changes to its appearance.
At a planning committee
meeting, members approved the
installation of a new shop front,
a new access ramp in the forecourt, illuminated signs outside
the store and plant equipment at

the rear.
Speaking after the meeting,
Brixton Hill councillor Alex
Holland said: “It was deeply disappointing that the committee
didn’t take account of the serious
concerns raised by the objectors.
“We’ve lost the opportunity
for the George IV to become the
community pub it could have
been”.
The Save the George IV campaign aren’t giving up just yet,
however, and the committee will
be meeting again pretty soon to
discuss tactics. Look out for further news at brixtonblog.com

newsdesk@brixtonblog.com

www.brixtonblog.com
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All aboard the Edible Bus Stop
BY ISABEL HOPE-URWIN
Crowds gathered in the streets of
Stockwell for the grand opening of
a freshly revamped Edible Bus Stop.
Stationed on the 322 bus route
along Landor Road, the community space is one of 100 developments
backed by the Mayor of London’s
Pocket Parks programme aimed at
getting London a bit greener.
The project began as a guerrilla garden venture two years ago
and has transformed the patch
of disregarded scrub into a green
and structured public space. The
eco-conscious determination of
locals clearly attracted wider attention, as the project, which was
awarded funding by Boris Johnson
earlier this year, was one of the first
‘pocket parks’ to get underway.
A worthy cause for celebration,
visitors travelled from all corners
of the borough last weekend to join
the festivities, which were kicked
off by Southwark Children’s Brass
Band.
While volunteers handed out
seeds on the way to Landor Road,
the youngsters braved the grey skies
and entertained pedestrians with
an impressive assortment of British
favourites from top deck of an open
air bus. Chelsea Fringe Festival
representatives, who helped organise the event, were also on site to
lend a hand and make sure the day’s

NEW START: A toast to the garden, left, the open-top bus, and a gardener of the future inspects the work. Pictures by Isabel Hope-Urwin
timetable remained intact amid the complished. A huge number of produce. But no one wants to stop investment in the city as a whole,
excitement.
people arrived to mingle, discuss the bus in Stockwell.
speeches on Saturday resounded
Founding member of The Edi- gardening tips and donate vegeThe Edible Bus Stop campaign with neighbourly pride in the comble Bus Stop, Mak Gilchrist, speaks tables. One family even brought is seeking out disused sites across munity’s achievement.
proudly of the project’s accessibil- a tray of potatoes that had been London and, with resident volunWhat was once an old bomb site,
ity. Behind the Edible Bus Stop is sprouting on their windowsill with teers and a small budget, intends to neglected since the Second World
the intrinsic sentiment that “all are nowhere to be planted.
create a network of usable growing War, has transformed into a promwelcome to join in, whether to garWith drinks and a vegetarian spaces for local communities. It is ising garden patch and instantly
den, share skills, bring tea or have buffet donated by Landor Road’s this monumental agenda that ap- brightened the area. Landor Road’s
a chat and meet their neighbour- very own green-fingered special- pears to have caught the interest of residents, the regulars who traverse
hood.” Through this open door out- ists and purveyors of organic food, City Hall.
the 322 bus route, and anyone who
look, Gilchrist aims to encourage a Dvine Cellars and the Alkarmel
While the Mayor has pro- just happens to stumble across the
more cohesive community.
Café, the tidy-up was clearly moti- nounced Stockwell’s pocket park a Edible Bus Stop, are all bound to
Saturday’s opening was proof vated by a neighbourhood passion “plentiful oasis of calm” and com- benefit from the community’s colthat this aspiration had been ac- for gardening and home grown mended those involved for their lective vision.

Lounging at the Country
Show with Brixton Blog

Yes, it’s that time of year again. Cider, goats and
the inimitable vegetable sculptures (our favourite
of recent years being the model of Jarvis “Harvest”
Cocker) will all come to Brockwell Park for the
Lambeth Country Show on July 20 and 21. And
this year, we will be there with a mini Brixton Blog
marquee, filled with Bugle goodness and a whole
host of activities lined up.
Look out for more info on what we’re planning
at www.brixtonblog.com and let us know if you
have an idea for a suitable workshop, or you’d like
to help out on one of the days. We need as many
of you as possible to make it magnificent, so please
do contact us on info@brixtonblog.com or call
0207 737 5417

Market launches Food Corner
A community-run market in Station Road has launched six new
street food traders.
Food Corner is now open from
10am until 4pm from Monday to
Fridays. Stallholders serve a diverse
range of food including South African curries, pulled pork baps and
Vietnamese stir-fries.

Following a soft launch last
month, Station Road Market will
hold an official launch event on
June 7.
The Food Corner is the latest
effort to expand what Station Road
has to offer shoppers. It also provides a new opportunity for budding entrepreneurs.

CHOW DOWN: The menu at Bunny Chow, left, and Bare Bones Cue
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More time for Carlton Mansions residents
BY TIM DICKENS

Members of a Brixton housing
co-operative threatened with eviction have been given more time to
defend against the bid to remove
them.
A judge at Lambeth County
Court on May 22 adjourned proceedings brought by Lambeth
Council to throw out tenants of 16
flats in Carlton Mansions, Coldharbour Lane.
Possession orders will now be
heard over two days in the second
week of August. Injunctions will be
heard at the same time.
In the meantime Lambeth council and Carlton Mansions residents
must commission a joint fire inspection in the common areas of
the building, as well as inside individual flats.
The judge said: “I have decided
that it would not be right for the
matter to be dealt with today in
what would in effect be summary

CO-OP: Carlton Mansions
disposal of the cases.
“I recognise that in this case it is
complicated by the fact that there
are a number of different occupiers.” He also recognised that the
co-operative has existed for a number of years and some members are

long term tenants.
One resident, Matthew, told the
court: “I am no expert of the law,
but there is a lot at stake for us.
We have not had a lot of time and
we have had a lot of stress and our
homes have been threatened.”
A former resident stood up to
accuse Lambeth council of pursuing the evictions with an “overt aggressiveness” that had led to some
co-op members suffering serious
mental health issues.
In April a judge at Lambeth
County Court refused to hear an
immediate injunction application
made by Lambeth’s lawyers, telling them he was not prepared to
“make possession orders by the
back door”.
The authority, which owns the
freehold of the building, claims a
fire inspection found the Victorian
block poses an intolerable threat to
life.
An injunction is one of the most
draconian types of order you can

seek and a judge will only grant it in
very serious cases. If the injunction
had been granted, it is possible that
residents may have been arrested if
they entered the building.
Speaking last month, Cllr Rachel Heywood said: “The situation
has moved extremely rapidly and
with less time for discussion and
the exploration of alternative options than I, personally, would have
wished for.”
Cllr Pete Robbins said: “We have
been in dialogue with the residents
of Carlton Mansions about the
long-term future of the building,
and we want to continue that.
“But following the serious safety
risks identified in a fire assessment
earlier this year we had a clear responsibility to vacate the building
as soon as possible. Everyone living in Carlton Mansions has been
offered alternative accommodation
and we continue to urge them to
take up our offer.”
Get the latest at brixtonblog.com

Gardening plans

This unloved corner of a Brixton
estate is to get a facelift thanks to
the efforts of local young people.
The youngsters, supported by
social enterprise Streetscape, will
descend on the disused patch outside Marcus Lipton Youth Club,
Minet Road, on June 2 from midday to 6pm.
Volunteers will be guided by
Streetscape apprentices, and anyone is welcome to join in.
To find out more, or to apply for
an apprenticeship, visit www.streetscape.org.uk

Council could collect ‘£2.5m
less rent’ under bedroom tax
BY KAYE WIGGINS

Nearly £4 million of rent paid by
council tenants could be used to
cover the cost of a huge rise in debt
problems that is expected to be
triggered by the government’s benefits cap and “bedroom tax”.
The money from tenants’ rent
payments, which would normally be spent on repairs and maintenance to their properties or on
keeping future rent costs down,
will instead be put away in a council fund.
It has been earmarked to plug
a hole in Lambeth council’s budget
that will come about if, as predicted, the government’s cuts to benefit
payments cause tenants to fall into
arrears.
The move has been introduced
alongside a 4% rise in rents for social housing tenants.

The council claims it has been
forced to raise rents and set some
of the extra money aside because
it is not legally allowed to let its
housing budget go into debt. It
predicts a drop of up to £2.5m in
the amount of rent it collects, as a
result of the welfare reforms.
Lindon Turvey, a Brixton resident and former leaseholders’
council chair, told the Bugle that
tenants had raised concerns about
the move during meetings with the
council earlier this year.
“People generally weren’t happy about having to pay more rent
because if rents were higher, it was
likely to make more people default,
so it’s a circular thing,” he said.
“There were also questions
about how much money the council needs to put away as a contingency. Tenants accepted the rationale that it was sensible to put

some money away, but they weren’t
happy that repairs that need to be
done keep not getting done.”
“There is a direct cause-andeffect link between the welfare
reforms and the loss of money
for those repairs, because the repairs money comes from the same
budget [that the £4m contingency
money is being taken from].”
He said the council had also told
tenants that the welfare reforms
were part of the reason for the 4%
rent rise – because it would have to
put the extra money away to cover
the cost of the expected arrears.
A Lambeth council spokesman
said it was sensible to plan for a
future loss of income, although he
accepted that the rent rise and reduced repairs budget would have
an impact on tenants.

authority pay “democracy-proof ”.
But Labour councillors at the
authority have said it would bring
“significant delay to the recruitment process” if full council had to
approve the highest pay packets.
They have also said there would
be a “delay in implementing redundancies in a timely fashion” if sev-

erance packages worth more than
£100,000 had to be discussed at full
council meetings.
Under guidance from the Department of Communities & Local
Government, published in February, the full council – including opposition parties - should be given
the opportunity to vote before salaries or severance packages worth
more than £100,000 are approved.
But Lambeth council papers say:
“In light of the… limited discretion available to the council when
setting senior pay it is recommended that [current] arrangements
are sufficient so as to comply with
the intention of [DCLG guidance]
and should therefore continue unchanged.”
The paper was approved at a full
council meeting on Wednesday.
Lambeth has 16 posts with salaries
of more than £100,000.

Guidance over high pay snubbed
BY KAYE WIGGINS

Lambeth council has defied communities secretary Eric Pickles’
rule that salaries and payouts over
£100,000 should be discussed in
public by councillors from all parties.
When Mr Pickles announced the
move, he said it would make local
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HANDS ON: From left to right, Jean Kerrigan, chair of FoWG, Camila
Cardeñosa, Stephen Lawlor and Lambeth Mayor Mark Bennett

Windmill mural is go!
Brixton’s newest mural was
launched after hundreds of hours
of hard work.
The completion of the Hands
On Windmill Gardens mural,
next to Brixton Windmill, was the
culmination of six months of toil
by local artist Camila Cardeñosa
and Stephen Lawlor, from Brixton
Windmill.
The Friends of Windmill Gardens (FoWG) has now appealed
for help from bands, musicians and
community groups to get involved
with the Windmill Parade and Festival, on June 22.
The event, organised with Veolia Environmental Services, has

become one of the most popular
events of the summer in Lambeth
with hundreds of people taking part
and attending the event throughout
the day.
The parade will leave Windrush
Square in Brixton at 1pm and make
its way to the windmill. The festival begins at 2pm in Windmill Gardens and will include live music,
dancing, arts and craft activities,
food and craft stalls, a City Farm
visit and a theatrical performance
by Brixton Windmill Theatre Company.
For further information, or to
get involved in the scheme, email
festival@brixtonwindmill.org.uk.
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Blaze destroys
author’s home

BY TIM DICKENS

A derelict Victorian house gutted
by fire was the former home of the
author Dennis Wheatley.
More than six fire engines, including those from Clapham and
Brixton, were called to the blaze at
Clinton House, Palace Road, Tulse
Hill at 4pm on May 21.
Dennis Wheatley, who was born
in south London and was once expelled from Dulwich College, is
thought to have lived at the house
from 1913 to 1922.
Eyewitness Gavin Ramjaun lives
yards from the derelict building
and was first alerted by the smell of
smoke.
He told The Brixton Bugle: “I had
just got home and I could smell
burning so I ran outside and saw
smoke billowing from behind the
trees. Everything was white.
“I saw the flames above the top
of the trees and the smoke was everywhere. Someone from the doc-

tor’s surgery next door rang the fire
brigade and four engines were there
in about two minutes.”
It is not known how the fire
started, and no-one was thought
to be hurt in the blaze. The South
Circular, Christchurch Road, was
closed as firefighters battled flames.
Mr Ramjaun added: “There are
all sorts of squatters there at night
time, but the police told me there
was no-one around when the fire
started. They don’t know what happened.
Around the area there are lots of
trees and the fire could easily have
spread to surrounding houses. The
fire brigade did a great job.”
The London Fire Brigade tweeted: “The whole of the first floor of
a disused house in Christchurch
Road, Tulse Hill is alight. There are
six fire engines at the scene.”
The cause of the fire is under investigation.
Priyanka Sivakumar, who works

www.brixtonblog.com

Mosque targeted

Police dealt with an incident
during which a stone was thrown
through the window of the mosque
in Gresham Road, Brixton.
Officers were called just after
3am on May 27 to reports of “minor damage to a door and a stone
thrown through a window.”
Police are continuing to investigate the crime, but no-one has yet
been arrested.
A police spokesperson said:
“Lambeth Police met with the
Iman and other faith and community representatives last week and
continue to liaise with the mosque
during the investigation of this
crime.”

Flats gutted during
bank holiday fire
INFERNO: Clinton House was gutted by fire. Pictures: Paul Redwood
at Palace Road Surgery, told The
Bugle: “At first we thought someone
was having a BBQ. Then we saw the
house on fire.
“I called 999 and I was just lost
for words.” Priyanka said the first
engines arrived within 2 minutes of
her first call.
She added: “We really appreciate
their hard work and protecting us.
I am really proud to work in Lambeth.”

Three flats in a derelict block in
Brixton were destroyed by fire.
The fire brigade was called to the
blaze in Brixton Road at 1.30am on
May 27. More than 20 firefighters
were sent to the scene, with two fire
engines from Brixton and two appliances from Clapham.
The blaze, which involved two
flats on the ground floor and one
on the first floor, was brought under control by 3am. No one was
injured.
The cause of the fire is under investigation.

OPEN
EVENING
BRIXTON CENTRE
Monday
10thJune 2013
5.00 - 8.00pm

APPLY AND ENROL NOW
Plan your next step and gain valuable
advice and guidance. Find out more
about course and career opportunities.

BrixtonOpenEve_Newspaper_HalfPageAD.indd 1

Lambeth College
Brixton Centre
56 Brixton Hill,
London SW2 1QS

t: 020 7501 5000
e: courses@lambethcollege.ac.uk
w: www.lambethcollege.ac.uk

JOIN OUR CONVERSATION

20/05/2013 11:44
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Lambeth College to cut up to 40 jobs
BY TIM DICKENS

Lecturers and students are to hold
a demonstration in Brixton against
plans by Lambeth College to cut
courses and up to 40 jobs.
The institution has announced
that nearly 100 staff are being consulted over redundancies as it tries
to make up for a £3.5m cash shortfall.
The author Alex Wheatle will
join demonstrators against the
cuts at the rally on June 15. The
march will set off from the college’s
Clapham campus, before heading
to Windrush Square for speeches
at 3pm.
In a joint statement last week,
unions said: “UCU [Universities
and Colleges Union] and UNISON,
along with students and the local
community, plan to fight these cuts
and job losses every step of the way.
We will be calling on the College
Leadership to not make compulsory redundancies and to protect
course provision.”
It added: “The unions believe
these cuts to courses will reduce
and limit the opportunities for education that the communities in our

borough rely on.”
Union representatives also raised
concerns that the cuts will affect the
borough’s ethnic minorities, women and the disabled the worst.
The college says it has been hit
hard by Government cuts, and will
lose £3.5million from its budget
next year.
A spokesperson for the college
said: “In order for the college to secure its future and achieve financial
sustainability, proposals to reduce
overall staffing have been set out for
consultation with the recognised
trade unions and affected staff.
“The consultation will continue
for 30 days with 97 affected staff
and could potentially result in 3040 redundancies. The college is
looking to actively support those
staff affected.”
The spokesperson said that Lambeth college was on a “journey of
change”, and that more jobs would
be created in the future. She added: “Following a successful Ofsted
re-inspection in March 2013, there
are many exciting developments
taking place as the college seeks to
establish itself as London’s first ‘careers college’.

Lambeth College has turned itself around after a damning “inadequate” rating from Ofsted last year.
It was succesfully re-inspected in
April, and is now rebranding as
London’s first “careers college”.

Brixton Splash needs YOU!
Organisers of Brixton’s biggest street party, Brixton Splash,
have appealed for volunteer stewards for the festival, which
takes place on August 4. Stewards receive free training and
gain vital event experience. Visit www.brixtonsplash.org
PROTEST: Author Alex Wheatle
will join rally. Picture: J Mansell

Agency to support creative ad students
A Brixton-based creative agency
is to support a local young person
through an advertising course.
Champion agency is using money made selling “Great Brixton”
T-shirts to contribute up to £3,000
towards the living costs of a student
at the School of Communication
Arts (SCA), based in the Brix, Brixton Hill.
The extra cash is in addition to

three full scholarships awarded by
the SCA, worth £12,000 each.
Scott Leonard, founder of
Champion, said: ‘This scholarship
is a chance for the next generation
of creative talent to come forward.
“It’s a brilliant opportunity to
learn from the best in the creative
business and show us all just how
the inspiring diversity of Brixton
can create new problem solving an-

swers.
“If you think differently, and are
aged over 18, you have to enter, as
this environment supports, nurtures and develops that difference.”
Posters created by the SCA will
be going up around Brixton and are
available to download online.
To find out more, and to apply,
go to thechampionagency.com

Right to Buy fail
BY KAYE WIGGINS

Just 37 households in Lambeth will
buy their home from the council
using the government’s “right to
buy” scheme this year, a councillor
has claimed.
The government has introduced
a £100,000 discount for people who
live in social housing and want to
buy their property, in a bid to reinvigorate the right to buy policy
that was started under Margaret
Thatcher during the 1980s.

But Labour councillor Pete Robbins said at a council meeting on
Wednesday that just 37 households
in Lambeth were set to use the
scheme this year, representing 0.1%
of the borough’s housing.
“It’s not exactly the hugely popular policy that Tories thought it
would be,” he said.
However, Conservative councillor John Whelan said demand for
the scheme was high, but was being
held up by delays in the system.

BUSINESS FOCUS: Pempamsie, Brixton Hill
Melody David talks to 48-yearold Basil Palmer, below, about his
business and supporting independent suppliers.
What does Pempamsie mean?
It means strength through unity. It’s
a word from the Akan languages of
Ghana.
Why did you call your business
Pempamsie?
Because we wanted to operate as a
collective. The idea is for Pempamsie to act as a platform for individuals to launch their products and

grow and develop their new business.

ucts into mass retailers. They also
provide great personal interaction
for local people.

What do you sell?
We sell a variety of natural hair and
beauty products, natural remedies,
health supplements, African clothing, artifacts, sculptures, jewellery,
black art, books and greeting cards.
We publish and sell art from local
artists and import work from artists
in Trinidad, Nairobi, Senegal and
Haiti. We offer a bespoke picture
framing service which is the second
biggest part of our business.

How much support do you think
there is for local businesses?
Apart from the small business rate
relief, I haven’t had much support
from the government. Currently
I mentor several small businesses with the Positive Inclusions
scheme, helping them to gain access to funding and managing their
initial set up. I have no faith in the
local government’s understanding
of what businesses actually need.
For example, the parking restrictions around Brixton Hill are too
prohibitive for the people who
work here and their customers thus
forcing them into big retailers with
large car parks.

What are your most popular
items?
Natural, paraben-free hair and
skin products such as oils, organic soaps, lotions, shampoos, and
conditioners. We buy a lot of our
products from local and UK-based
suppliers such as FroHer, run by a
lady in Swindon. We stock almost
700 lines from independent suppliers but we also buy products from
Jamaica, Nigeria and Ghana. For
a lot of these suppliers we’re their
only outlet.

30% on last year. But I know it’s
not like that for a lot of local businesses. Over the past 16 years I’ve
seen similar independent stores in
Brixton close. It’s very sad but it
means some of their suppliers and
customers now come to us.

What is trading like as a small
business in these difficult economic times?
Trading is really good for Pempamsie at the moment, we’re up

Who are your customers?
Everyone! We also have an online
shop so we can deliver to anywhere
in the UK. People often come to us
when they’re looking for a specific

product so being niche has been
our strength. We’ve even supplied
art for corporations such as KPMG
and Diageo.
How important are local businesses to Brixton and the wider
economy?
They are vital for diversity and offering opportunities for sole traders to get into the marketplace. A
lot of the suppliers we work with
wouldn’t be able to get their prod-

What are your plans for the future?
To improve what we do by helping more and more small suppliers
to get their products out into the
world.
You can find Pempamsie at 102
Brixton Hill, London SW2 1AH
www.pempamsie.com
Pictures by Melody David
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The beating heart of
Latin-American Brixton

BY LUKE MASSEY

“A neighbour told me about IRMO. They
started to help me to apply for benefits, and
Life in London can be stressful and imper- they also provide classes every day for two
sonal at the best of times. But for recent hours that I could attend. Once I started to
migrants it can be a deeply daunting and apply for benefits, everything started to get
isolating experience, from housing and em- better. I applied for full time childcare and
ployment worries, to developing a fulfilling received it, and, thank god, I also applied to
social life.
go to college and was accepted.”
And yet for Latin Americans settling in
Another Columbian, Maria, even ended
Brixton, they are entering a thriving and up volunteering at IRMO after the support
dynamic community, with a strong support she received: ‘We had a housing problem and
network. At the heart of this community is came to IRMO and they helped us to resolve
an amazing organisation called IRMO (In- it. And then I realised that I could come here
doamerican Refugee and Migrant Organisa- to volunteer, using my professional skills.
tion). Their mission is the empowerment of And here I am, loving life!”
the Latin American community in the UK
The problem, Kim
– and the breadth of their
explains, is not usual“I realised that I could ly unemployment but
work, and the changes
they have made to peounder-employment.
come here to volunteer,
ple’s lives is incredible.
“It’s interesting to note
Based on Overton using my professional skills. that London’s Latin
Road (just off Brixton
American communiRoad), IRMO has acted And here I am, loving life!” ty are predominantly
as a hub for information,
young, highly educatadvice, workshops and
ed and highly skilled
events to support, inform and entertain their individuals, but who often face a dramatic
clientele since 1985. The team consists of over drop in occupational status when they arrive
60 volunteers who provide bilingual support in London. Employment rates within this
and advice to over 3,500 people a year. Kim community are very high, at 85%, but this
Lomax of IRMO tells me that ‘community is concentrated in low paid, low skilled jobs,
thinking’ is the bedrock of the institution: in contrast to back home, where more than
“we aspire to build and be part of a network a third of the community worked in profeswhich supports all of our community mem- sional and managerial positions.”
bers, rather than merely being a ‘charity orIRMO has a number of initiatives to
ganisation’”.
counter this trend, including their ‘English
And the results are all around us. Lalo, for Work’ project which seeks to improve
the eponymous proprietor of the Columbian language skills, IT classes, job-hunting advice
restaurant El Rancho de Lalo in Brixton Vil- (including one-on-one CV assistance) and
lage is a former client and now a champion their volunteer programme: all of which help
of IRMO’s work. Kim tells me that his restau- to prepare users for London’s labour market.
rant has become a hub for the community,
On top of these essential services, IRMO
and that many Latin Americans often come also puts on a whole host of social and recreto him for advice: if Lalo can’t resolve it in- ational activities, including yoga classes and
formally he refers them to IRMO. Needless ‘El Costurero’ (The Sewing Circle) which is
to say “Lalo’s is also the lunch venue of choice an artistic and educational discussion platfor IRMO staff and volunteers!”
form aimed at empowering women. Be sure
Hearing the testimonies of those who have to check out El Costurero’s ‘second-hand
been assisted by IRMO is inspiring.
clothes stall every first Saturday of the month
Lina, a Columbian who was living in at Brixton Market’.
Spain, says that she enjoyed life there and had
Youth services include ‘LAYF’ – the Latin
a good job, but that when she became unem- American Youth Forum – which offers workployed she decided to move to the UK. “I shops and activities for teenagers, including
have a four year-old son who came with me, photography, cinema, painting, music, and
together with a cousin who helped me out. dancing.
After a month, my cousin left, and things
IRMO’s work is a finely-tuned mix simulstarted to go wrong because I didn’t have any- taneously promoting and integrating the Latone to help me look after my son.”
in American community – and perhaps this

is its greatest strength. “While the promotion
and preservation of Latin American culture
and identity is an essential part of IRMO’s
objectives,” Kim says, “we equally encourage
cultural exchange and integration.”
The precious harmony of Brixton’s diversity is something to be cherished. And with the
roots of organisations like IRMO spread deep
throughout the fabric of our community, it
gives me reason to be hopeful about an inclusive and multicultural future for Brixton.
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Too many tweets

TAKE FIVE
Fred

Some of your #Brixton Tweets:
@JohnLevick1: Just
seen Kevin McCloud
filming in brockwell
park. Another grand
design in the #brixton
area? @BrixtonBlog @
brixtonbuzz

@chukaumunna:
This bank holiday
weekend, why not
check out our fantastic local shops. For
more info follow
@instreatham
@ShopinStreatham
@BrixtonBlog
@BrixtonPound: At
launch of #lambeth
#food partnership @
LambethFood - hopeful that this leads to
more #primary food
#production to supply
#local businesses
@minimalismblog:
Half way through a one
day dslr course @photofusionUK , hopefully
will be able to put my
skills to good use for
the @BrixtonBlog

Join the conversation at
#Brixton. Tweet @BrixtonBlog
or @Brixton_Bugle

Fred, a 10-month-old Patterdale Terrier cross, is the
Brixton Blog Dog. He moved
from Battersea to Brixton Hill
in February this year. Here
he shares his top five doggy
hotspots.

READERS PICTURES: Rooftop Sunset, by Nick Weedon

We’ve had some cracking sunset pictures uploaded to our Flickr group recently, but this shot
by Nick Weedon is our favourite. Let’s just hope we see a few more before the end of summer.
Upload your Brixton pictures to our Flickr page: www.flickr.com/groups/brixtonblog

newsdesk@brixtonblog.com

www.brixtonblog.com

I was approached by some of the guys supposedly behind the production for this Made In Brixton-style show a couple of days ago at
the Afro Hair & Beauty Live show.
From what I was told and the type of people they were looking
to cast, it appears the show would only be similar to TOWIE/Made
in Chelsea with regards to it being a reality show centred around
young people and their relationships/lifestyles. They seemed pretty
adamant on casting people who were native to Brixton or had lived
there for a long time at least – not just people who go there such as
myself.
It didn’t seem like they were going to portray an ‘over privileged’ side of Brixton at all - more reality of people who have grown
up there and how they are getting on in what is now becoming a
“trendy” town. From what I remember those who get casted won’t
even be paid.
I think the media got a bit excited. But I guess that’s what sells
the papers. 				
Mel - online

The			

Made in Brixton?
Make no mistake these reality
shows create a version of what they
think audiences want to see. I grew
up in one of the towns featured on
TOWIE and it bears very little
comparison to its portrayal on
screen. The sad thing is that it
has created a sort of tourism
of wannabe TOWIEs who
travel there for nights out.
Helen - online

by numbers

»12 fire stations across London to close under plans
»3.57 seconds increase in fire response times in Clapham
»97 members of staff at Lambeth College with jobs at risk
»£3.5million less council rent could be collected by Lambeth
»Eight Brixton landmarks featured in our Brix and Mortar focus
»£10,000 funding for Brixton Blog to deliver training scheme
»322 number of the bus route which goes past the Edible Bus Stop
»1913 year that Dennis Wheatley moved into Clinton House
»11,729 followers of @brixtonblog on social media site Twitter

www.brixtonblog.com

Has anyone actually confirmed this
is a real production? It doesn’t seem to
have been commissioned by anyone.
So far the “producers” have only
proved to have access to a
Hotmail account and copy of
Photoshop.
Alex - online

1. Brockwell Park
The best start to the day
involves hitting Brockers by
7am. I’ll stroll around the
place, chasing squirrels, until I
bump into my mates Barry and
Happess. Then I’ll normally roll
in some poo.
2. Windmill Gardens
This little park, in the shadow
of Brixton’s greatest landmark,
is just big enough for me to
play fetch in. It’s also safely
enclosed. Only problem is
that when I’m done I have to
brave the fearsome Roofdog
on my way home - what is that
hound’s problem?
3. White Horse, Brixton Hill
A super dog friendly pub, and
home to George the lab. I also
like stopping by the Prince
Regent, Dulwich Road after an
early evening stroll in the park.
4. Dulwich Woods
Granted, it ain’t Brixton, but
just five minutes drive away it
provides a leafy oasis from the
maddening crowds of Brockwell Park on a sunny day.
5. Brockwell Park Dog Show
This year’s show takes place on
July 14. The theme is footballers and wags so I’m going as
Wayne Rooney. See you there.

Saving George IV

The George looked quite nice, but
it was never really a community
pub. Not really. About a decade
ago it was the place where you
went after the Fridge shut for a
face-full of nightmarish techno.
Then it became a series of unsuccessful bars with barbeques and
that big marquee thing out the
front, then the music bar—but
nobody was really into it. The
problem that place has got is that
it’s in completely the wrong place.
It’s not in the kind of spot where
you’d look at it and think “Ooh.
Now there’s cosy. Think I’ll nip in
for a few sherbets and a read of the
papers.” It just isn’t. It’s the arterial
character of Brixton Hill that does
it. Negril’s ok because it’s behind
a fence and the White Horse is ok
because it’s on a stretch of the road

that feels more like a high street
with lots going on. But the G IV is
just stuck up there in a rather desolate piece of ground (the romance
of the prison / tile shop, etc.) and
ultimately that’s why nobody ever
went there. Moral of the story—
pubs on A roads generally don’t
work.
And speaking of the White
Horse, I don’t hear anyone complaining about the demise of the
South Beach Bar. That place was
AMAZING. Still, I don’t see a
bunch of boomingly over-opinionated students setting up a Save
the South Beach Bar Committee.
Eh. Didn’t lift a finger to save that
place, did you? Bloody hypocrites.
‘I live up Brixton hill’ - Online
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The Brixton Blog and Bugle
Est. 2012

Brixton Blog HQ has been buzzing with excitement since we
heard the news that we have secured funding from the Carnegie
Trust to run our very own training scheme. We were one of just
five projects in the UK to be given £10,000 to improve local news
provision.
We are excited because the money will allow us to develop the
scheme in a way we’ve wanted to do since the idea for BB&B was
born less than 18 months ago.
We’ve been looking at how we can best make our project have
a real impact, and we dug out our aims and objectives to remind
ourselves of what we started out to do (you can find these on the
‘About Us’ section of the website).
While we are doubtless already delivering some of our six original aims well, we still have a way to go with others. We want to be
a community news and information hub, but we’ll only get there
with your input, your ideas, and your practical help.
When we launch the training scheme later this month, we’ll
hopefully help people find the skills to go on in the media industry
and to thrive. But we will also gain new perspectives on the Blog
and in The Bugle with young locals broadening the range of our
reporting even more.
You can expect to see some changes in the coming year. We
are moving into a new office in the heart of Brixton. We’ll be
making small changes to the website and looking at what events
and workshops we can offer to the wider community. We are also
getting ready for our first ever Brixton Blog Lounge at the Lambeth
Country Show, where we will bring together some of the brilliant
people that live in Brixton to share their skills and knowledge and
generally spread the Lambeth love.
By giving people the tools they need to write about their own
community, we want to do more than give them better career
chances. We want to be better at holding the powers that be to
account and for more of us who live here to be part of that. Like
spending time in court to report on cases like that of Carlton Mansions residents.
It was a charged atmosphere at the Town Hall Assembly Rooms
for the public meeting over the closure of Clapham Fire Station.
Union members and other residents packed into the hall to have
their say, and to jeer and heckle the brigade’s commissioner.
Our local politicians are right to object to this catastrophic
proposal. In the last week or so we have had two major building
fires in the Brixton area. In both cases residents praised firefighters
from both Brixton and Clapham for being on the scene within a
couple of minutes. Under the proposals it could take the first fire
engine up to eight minutes to arrive at a fire. We all have a duty
to respond to the fire authority’s consultation and let them know
exactly how we feel.
Finally, we praise the Blog and Bugle’s thriving culture team, led
with aplomb by Ruth Waters and Barney Evison, for their thoughtful and well-crafted celebration of all things Brixton architecture.
We only had space to scratch the surface in the paper, so head
online for the full features, with illustrations and archive photography. Simply wonderful.

newsdesk@brixtonblog.com

A VIEW FROM WESTMINSTER
Every second counts when it comes
to tackling fires.
The vital work our frontline
emergency services do means that
if they have to deal with irresponsible cuts, public safety will be put
at risk.
These government cuts, combined with an irresponsible London Mayor who isn’t standing up
for Londoners’ safety, have led directly to the proposals to cut 18 fire
engines, more than 500 firefighters,
and 12 London Fire Stations, including Clapham Fire Station. The
London Fire Authority is opposed
to this – and the huge community
concern is entirely justified.
There can be little doubt that the
closure of Clapham Fire Station will
lead to a lower level of protection
for people in my constituency, and
the wider South London community that the station serves. Residents
in Clapham Common will be particularly badly hit because response
times there are set to increase by
over 60%.
Fire spreads in seconds, but it will

take several minutes longer to reach
a blaze in Clapham Common after
these cuts. If the station building is
closed and then sold off, it will not
be easy – and cost a lot of money
that could be spent elsewhere – to
replace.
Liberal Democrats make bold
claims that they can block the Conservatives doing what they want,
but they don’t when they should.
They’ve been active supporters of
the bedroom tax, soaring tuition
fees, damaging police cuts and now
there are even plans to privatise
the fire service. Local and national

objectors have no right of appeal.
Other biases in the system in their
favour include: they do not need
planning permission for change of
use from a pub to a supermarket
(only for some physical changes
to the building); the default position in national policy is in favour
of development; and, if council
planning officers recommend the
proposals (as happened here), the
officers have almost unlimited time
to speak in favour at the committee whereas just three objectors are
allowed to speak for three minutes
each (clockwatch-timed!).

The Brixton Society (www.brixtonsociety.org.uk) does not just
react to individual planning applications; we work to improve the
system. We input to consultations
at national, London and borough
levels: most recently to the Brixton
Supplementary Planning Document and the Lambeth Local Plan
proposals. We are members of the
London Forum of Civic and Amenity Societies (www.londonforum.
org.uk) which does great work,
especially in relation to the Mayor
and the GLA. We are also involved
in licensing, parks, libraries and lo-

BY CHUKA UMUNNA

Lib Dems have even stood by, unembarrassed, as 20% cuts to police
have left 230 fewer officers on the
streets of Lambeth.
Boris Johnson likes to use our
city and his position – but he hasn’t
bothered standing up for our community against these LibDem/Conservative cuts. I’ve made it clear
to him and the Fire Minister that
this is unacceptable. This is about
public safety. For those in power
to risk public safety because they
won’t change course from a failed
economic plan is totally wrong and
completely unacceptable.
The Campaign to Save Clapham
Fire Station will continue. I am determined to fight as hard as possible
against this cut. I would urge everyone living locally to respond to the
consultation, the Conservatives,
the Liberal Democrats, and Boris
Johnson, so we can force them to
change course so that Clapham Fire
Station is saved.
Chuka is the Shadow Business
Secretary and Labour MP for
Streatham, incl. part of Brixton

Our town planning is undemocratic

BY BILL LINSKEY

Our planning system is profoundly
undemocratic, massively biased toward developers and against objectors. Over 3,000 people signed petitions against Tesco’s proposals for
the George IV pub. At Lambeth’s
planning committee on 14th May,
the key vote to allow the alteration
of its frontage had the support of
just two out of the six Councillors
on the committee (out of a total of
63 on the council) but they were
given planning permission.
Of course, had they lost, they
would have had a right of appeal;

cal history.
If you are still wondering about
that vote: the Chair moved the officers’ recommendation, got a seconder but no more support - In
Favour 2. The rest of the vote then
went: Against 2, Abstentions 2. The
Chair’s casting vote (according to
convention) went with the officers’
recommendation. The really frightening thing is that it was all absolutely legal and above board.
Bill Linskey is chair of the Brixton Society www.brixtonsociety.
org.uk

10

Brixton Bugle June 2013

WHAT’S ON
As May marches into June our minds turn to summer in
Brixton. Somewhere in Devon a cider-maker is furiously
fermenting apples in time for the Lambeth Country Show.
You’ll have to wait until July for that nectar, but in the
meantime listings editor Faye Lipson brings us the best of
what’s going on in Brixton Town
Friday May 31 Astral Circus, as
the name suggests, is not your
standard night out. The night,
hosted by Jamm, is a mind-bending mix of psy trance, techno, and
progressive music. Featuring trippy
lasers, UV and a DJ list which
sounds like a cast of thousands,
including Laughing Budda, Pogo,
Shane Gobi, Nick Sentience, Slackbaba and many more of the weird
and wonderfully named.
Saturday June 1 Saturday Morning
Nature Explorers is a monthly club
aimed at getting kids aged 7-12 to
appreciate the outdoors. The club
meets at Brockwell Park Community Greenhouses and runs from

10am til noon. Although free the
club welcomes a donation of £2
per child.
Sunday June 2 The Windrush
Aquathlon is a beloved annual
sporting event returning to Brockwell Lido this year. Registration
opens at 7:15am for this year’s
plucky contestants to complete the
swimming and running challenge,
with specially designed challenges
for children between the ages of 9
and 16.
Monday June 3 Today’s the day for
Crates Under The Stairs (C.U.T.S)
and Record Swap Shop in Brixton.
This monthly get together is a

CRITIC’S CHOICE: MEET BRIXTON June 5

www.brixtonblog.com
celebration of all things vinyl. The
Ritzy cinema hosts this laid back
but funky night where anything
goes, as long as it goes around a
turntable. Expect rare groove, jazz,
reggae and hip-hop. The music
starts at 7.30pm and from 5.30pm
you can get take part in the vinyl
swap shop, where you can trade or
purchase a wide selection of vinyl
treats.
Tuesday June 4 At this month’s
Dr Bikes session cyclists can take
advantage of free bike checks (firstcome first-served) and friendly
advice on all aspects of cycling and
cycle training. Windrush Square
5:30 -7:30pm.
Wednesday June 5 Love your
Bugle? Want to meet the people
behind it, pitch ideas or even write
for us? If so, come to Kaff Bar at
7pm for our contributors meeting,
followed by a Meet Brixton social
at 8pm.
Thursday June 6 Metal giants
Megadeth bring big sounds to the
Academy as part of their UK-wide
tour. Doors at 7pm. Adv booking
essential.
Friday June 7 Mosey on down to
Dogstar for Choice Cuts, a selection of golden era hip hop, funk,
soul and requests. This is a late one
folks - 9pm ‘til 4am. Free all night.
Saturday June 8 The Mango
Landin’ Collectibles Market, a
cornucopia of antiques, vintage
clothing, African furnishings and
vinyl, returns to the pub between
11am and 5pm.

Designed for anyone who’s ever wanted to get involved in Brixton’s
most exciting community project, come along to the Brixton Blog and
Bugle contributor meeting, at Kaff Bar, Atlantic Road at 7pm. After
an hour of creative goodness, we’ll be throwing a good old fashioned
(and free) Brixton social. It’s a chance for anyone who lives in or loves
Bricky to come together over a cheap drink and some food from the
deep south. More details at www.brixtonblog.com

listings@brixtonblog.com

www.brixtonblog.com

CRITIC’S CHOICE: Crafty Fox talks
Thursday June 6

The Crafty Fox Talks is a new event
series designed to promote local
enterprise by bringing creative
people together for an evening of
inspiration, learning and sharing.
This first event features speakers
from businesses such as Sew Over
It and Wool and the Gang who
will be sharing their stories of
success. Anyone is welcome, from
business people to those simply
seeking inspiration. There will be
an opportunity to ask questions,
and the evening is followed by
drinks, cakes, music and a chance
to network. 6:30 - 9:30pm at Club
Workspace, Kennington Park. Details and tickets are available from
craftyfoxmarket.blogspot.co.uk.
pictures and documents from the
Minet Estate archives. 5pm, free
admission.
Tuesday June 11 Foodbank at St
Paul’s Church has come up with a
clever idea for receiving donations.
If you would like to donate food
to the hungry but are unable to
attend during the usual Tuesday
collection hours of 10.30am 1.30pm you can do an online shop
with your usual grocery provider
and have it delivered to the food
bank.
See www.stpaulsbrixton.com for
more information.

Wednesday June 12 South London
native and electro composer Gold
Panda plays Brixton Electric is his
first London headline show since a
sold-out Koko date 15 months ago.
7pm start, tickets £12.
Thursday June 13 Jurassic 5 hit
up the Brixton Academy. Back
when The Black Eyed Peas were a
three piece hip-hop band, Jurassic
5 were superstars who wrestled
hip-hop out of the grasp of gangsta
rap and gave it a sunshine infused,
optimistic new language. Check
out hip-hop legends whilst they’re
here, it will be unmissable.

CRITIC’S CHOICE: 7SUNS Saturday June 8

Sunday June 9 Sporty sorts may
want to participate in the RunThrough Brixton 10k in Brockwell
Park today. Starting at 10am this 2
hour run is organised by RunThrough, a racing initiative which
aims to challenge and motivate
runners of all ages. Entry is £12.
Monday June 10 To celebrate the
redecoration of Lambeth Archives
and the Minet Library, a talk is
being held on the history of the
Minet family and their influence
in the area. There will also be
an opportunity to look at plans,

Latin music lovers should check out Brixton locals 7SUNS who are
headlining at Hootananny tonight. Serving up a slice of African, Latin
and Caribbean sounds with a side of funky jazz, they are guaranteed
to get you onto the dancefloor. Preceded by a mix of Latin and Caribbean inspired acts. 9pm til 3am. Free before 10 and a mere £3 after.

Minet Library, home to the Lambeth Archives will
be celebrated with a talk on its own importance.
Illustration by Sophie Gainsley
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WHAT’S ON
CRITIC’S CHOICE: Lambeth Dad’s walk
Saturday June 15

Just ahead of Father’s Day, 100 Dads Walk (right) is a celebration of fatherhood in all its diverse forms. Lambeth-based parents, carers and their children are invited to meet in front of the
Ritzy at 12:30pm for a friendly community walk to Brockwell
Park, where there will be food and drinks, fun family activities, crafts, storytelling, a raffle and much more besides. What’s
more, all the activities on offer are free to parents, carers and
their children.
Friday June 14 For a cheap and
cheerful night out look up Kaff
Bar for Fiver Fridays, bastion of
old-school hip-hop. There’s free
entry, and cocktails are £5 all night
if your wallet will stretch to it.
Sunday June 16 FATHER’S DAY!
Kids, does your dad deserve a trophy? Make him a trophy and bake
him some cookies this Father’s
Day at the drop-in workshop being
held at Brockwell Community
Greenhouses. 10:30 am - 12:30 pm.
Monday June 17 Brixton Rec
offers a full timetable of Monday
fitness classes designed to get
your week off to a fit and healthy
start. Choose from water-based
workouts, step aerobics and even
boxing for fitness, with many other
classes on offer. Enquire within for
up-to-the-minute timetables.
Tuesday June 18 The Ritzy hosts
an unusual screening: Pompeii
Live from the British Museum.
The film offers an exclusive private
view of the British Museum’s sold
out exhibition from the comfort of
your cinema seat. The exhibition’s
curator and an assortment of experts will aim to bring the exhibition’s objects to life for viewers.
Starts 7pm, early booking advised.

encouraged. Free entry, Starts 8pm
Friday June 21 An intriguing
exhibition opens to the public
today at Blackline Art Gallery on
Atlantic Road. Entitled ‘Kiran’,
it is an exploration of Indian life
through the lense of photographer
Sara Bertolasi. The exhibition is
open from 1pm til 7pm and closes
on the 28th of June.
Saturday June 22 The Jim Jones
Revue (below) , a rock ‘n’ roll
outfit feted by Mojo magazine are
gracing Electric Brixton with their
presence. This is a band which
sold out at Koko and appeared
on Later With Jules Holland, now
performing to Brixton with a ticket
price of £14.50. Advanced booking
recommended.
Monday June 24 Upstairs at the
Ritzy hosts a craft night showcasing the work of Brixton-based
craftspeople and artists. Come
along from 7:30pm to sample

PARENTS: Lambeth Dads will
celebrate fatherhood on June 15
crafts such as sculpture, tile printing and glass jewellery making,
and browse the unique handmade
wares on sale.
Tuesday June 25 Brixton Book
Lovers is a new book club which
meets at the Crown and Anchor
on the last Tuesday of the month.

Wednesday June 19 The Queen’s
Head have been healing our
midweek blues for a while now
with their Reggae Wednesdays, an
unbeatable mix of free entry, local
DJs and a warm crowd.
Thursday June 20 Knees Up
Mother Brown is Kaff Bar’s monthly open mic night offering, with
audience participation warmly

CRITIC’S CHOICE: Windmill Festival, June 22
Today you can enjoy
fun in the community with the Brixton
Windmill Parade and
Festival. Witness the
spectacle of a fabulous
parade from outside
Brixton Library at
1pm featuring floats,
music and participants dressed up as
cakes, pudding or
pies. At 2pm you
can head over to
Windmill Gardens to
enjoy the festival and
accompanying food
stalls , which run all
afternoon.

Join other book lovers at 7pm for
literary company, discussion and
drinks.
Wednesday June 26 Enjoy a
sneaky preview of some of the finest comedy the Edinburgh Fringe
has to offer, right in the middle of
Brixton. We Love Comedy at Effra
Social brings you the comedic
talents of David Mills, Ben Target
(left) and other lauded laugh inducers. Starts 7:30pm, £5 otd.
Thursday June 27 Get Low at the
Dogstar is a regular freebie night
trying singlehandedly to make
Thursday the new Friday with its
mix of guest DJs, weekly genre

changes and good vibes. 9pm 2am.
Friday June 28 Swing Patrol return
for their monthly blues cruise
upstairs at the Ritzy, catering for
all tastes with a sprinkling of Delta,
Chicago, Texas, Louisiana and other styles. Tickets are £10 advanced
and £12 otd - not exactly a steal
- but if you’re true blue you’ll get
your money’s worth by enjoying
all 5 hours of live music and social
dancing. Starts 8pm.
Do you have an event you’d like
listed in the Brixton Bugle? Email
Faye: listings@brixtonblog.com
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Brix and Mortar

As London celebrates its cityscape with the London Festival of Architecture this month, the
Brixton Bugle Arts Team investigate our own unique buildings and the stories behind them.

Brixton reC
Photograph by Simon Kennedy
The Brixton Rec plays a hugely
important role in Brixton’s civic
life, providing access to a large
range of sporting facilities to the
local community. Although the
plans for the Centre were unveiled
in 1973, it wasn’t until 1985 that it
was finally opened following a period of development beset with delays and structural challenges.
Despite its uncompromising
brutalist façade, the Rec is a muchused and much-loved local resource, and was used by three quarters of a million people last year. In
October last year, Lambeth council
planners published a draft planning document which suggested the Rec be sold and
potentially demolished.
This was met with fierce
opposition from local
users, and the plans
were scrapped following a confrontational
council meeting last
December.
The
architect,
George Finch, passed
away in February after
a long career working
for the London County
Council and Lambeth

Council and was well-known for
his utopian vision of creating functional buildings for ordinary people. Originally a housing architect,
Finch also designed Lambeth Towers on Kennington Road.

A celebration of Brixton’s architecture could not be without a
mention of the Brixton Windmill.
Standing since 1816, when it
was built by John Muggeridge and
Sons, the mill was originally wind
powered and then converted to
steam. New buildings blocked the
mill from the strong winds needed to turn the sails, which were
removed in 1864 and apparently
burned for firewood.
The mill survived until the
1930s, when the demand for locally milled wholemeal flour
dropped off, though even in the
20s the Brixton Windmill was
considered something of a curiosity. Few knew that it existed, let
alone was operational. In 1936, it
was decided, on the back of a report from the Society for the Protection of Ancient Buildings, that
the mill could be cleaned up for
the princely sum of £25. The Borough of Lambeth was considering
the idea, when World War II put
a stop to the plans. After the war,
the London County Council acquired the mill and surrounding
buildings, with the windmill itself
receiving Grade II listing in 1951.
What followed was decades of
ruin and repairs, with an attack by
vandals in 1981 leaving the wind-

mill severely damaged and languishing on the Buildings at Risk
Register. However, a local group,
the Friends of Brixton Windmill,
petitioned for a massive restoration project. In 2007, its restoration began thanks to a grant
from the Heritage Lottery Fund.

“It’s a magnet that
has always brought
people together for
different reasons.”
Speaking to the Bugle arts
team, Camila Cardenosa, one of
the leading lights behind the new
community mural in the Windmill Gardens described the windmill as a “magical place” revealing
both the agricultural past of the
area and continuing to make history as a central gathering point
for the community: “I see it as a
magnet that has always brought
people together for different reasons. Food, culture, fun…”
“Hopefully in the future it will
start producing flour again and
continue gathering people of all
ages around it to celebrate it existence.”
Lizzie Kaye & Ruth Waters

“The Rec is one of the
most diverse and comprehensive leisure centres I have worked in.”
Jeremy Lake, the centre’s General Manager, sees the Rec as central to Brixton’s community and
is enthusiastic about its future:
“The Brixton Recreation Centre is one of the most diverse
and comprehensive leisure
centres I have worked in. In
terms of variety of facilities
and activities it is almost
unrivalled, and that’s what
really makes it the community hub that it is today. While the building is
a unique design, it works
well and we will continue to
develop areas to improve it
further.” Barney Evison

Drawing by Sophie Gainsley

the windmill
Picture by Alistair Hall

Lambeth town hall

As South London’s population
rose, the Metropolitan Borough
of Lambeth, founded in 1900,
decided that the old Town Hall at
Kennington Green was no longer
enough. The corner of Brixton Hill
and Acre Lane was chosen as the
site for a new central Town Hall
and an architectural competition
launched. Out of the 143 entries,
two architects stood out - Septimus
Warwick and Herbert Hall.
Their design won and was officially opened three years later by King
George V and Queen Mary. Faced
with narrow red bricks, carved white

Portland stone, the tower of the hall
stands 134 feet high and features
an illuminated clock which chimes
every quarter of an hour. Though
the clock face seems small from the
ground, each dial is six feet in diameter. The bell which loudly sounds
out each hour weighs two tonnes, is
five feet in diameter and is struck by
a 75 pound hammer.
Within the walls you will find the
Mayoral offices, the offices of the
Chief Executive and the Lambeth information centre that you can always
turn to for help and advice.
Sophie Gainsley

MEET THE
EXPERT

Alan Piper, architect, local historian and secretary of the Brixton Society, met arts editor Ruth
Waters after a heritage walk
around upper Brixton Hill.
How did the Brixton Society
come to exist?
I originally became actively involved with Brixton’s buildings in
the mid-seventies when my own
house was threatened with demolition. The Brixton Society originated
when groups of residents from several of the threatened neighbourhoods
came together to champion Brixton’s
neglected town centre.
We only seriously embarked on
the local history work once we had
fended off the crazier development
plans. It started as a group of about
24, a sort of neighbours’ forum and
now has over 200 members who join
for a wide variety of reasons.
How long have you been running
heritage walks and what’s the thinking behind them?
The walks have been a big part of
the Brixton Society right from the
start. In the mid-seventies, we would
walk around to identify which buildings or aspects of buildings were of
historic interest and ensuring that the
council were protecting them, and if
not petition for their protection. We
would also look at the road layout,
how it had changed and how it could
be changed further to reduce congestion.
Now the walks are less functional, and more about getting people to
look differently at the buildings they
live amongst, noticing all the details.
Someone always tells me something
I didn’t know before on these walks,
there’s so much to find out and Brixton is always changing; new buildings
are put up and existing buildings are
altered in appearance and function.
There’s always a new building which
is under threat, something topical to
mention during the walks.
If you had to pick one building in
Brixton to tell people about, which
would it be?
That’s hard - but I suppose it would
have to be Raleigh Hall.It’s over 200
years old, beginning as a simple pair
of houses, and has had tens of different uses over the years with its latest
reincarnation obviously being the
Black Cultural Archives.
If you could inspire Brixton residents to do one thing differently
with regard to Brixton’s buildings
and history, what would it be?
When they’re next shopping in
Brixton I would ask people to look
beyond the current shop fronts, a
bit higher up (they might need to
stand on the other side of the road)
and look for all the clues of what
the building used to be; the decades
of enthusiasms for different things
which have left their mark on the
building… There’s always something
new to discover.
Find out more about the Brixton
Society @www.brixtonsociety.org.uk
Alan and other members of the society will be leading heritage walks
throughout the summer.
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The construction of Brockwell
Lido was first suggested in 1923
by London County Council (LCC)
although the idea was briskly dismissed by the Parks and Open
Spaces Committee, partly due to
the fact that the park was home to
a swimming lake. It was another
ten years before the water quality
in the Brockwell Swimming Lake
was deemed unsanitary, and that
perhaps a site could be found “for
the construction of an open air
swimming bath” as an alternative.
Brockwell Lido was born.
The Lido survived until 1990,
when council cuts meant it had to
close, though it reopened in 1994
thanks to Paddy Castledine and
Casey McGlue, two former employees of Lambeth Council. In
their twenties, with nothing to lose,
they set about making the derelict
Lido a real destination. They succeeded, though without council
support they could only manage
one extra year on top of their seven-year lease. Still, they managed to
keep the Lido going, even hosting a
wedding or two, including Paddy’s.
The Lido attracted all sorts, one
day leading Paddy to meet a sports
agent and fellow fan of the Racing
Post. Together, they won a considerable sum of money at the races,
and so bought a racehorse. Which
they obviously named Brockwell
Lido, or so the story goes…

www.brixtonblog.com
It was thanks to the work of
the Brockwell Lido Users that the
council agreed to put out another
invitation for someone to run the
Lido once Paddy and Casey had
come to the end of their lease. Current leaseholders Fusion took up
the baton, ambitiously refurbishing and adding the leisure facilities,
though the Lido became a Grade II
listed building during the planning
process.

“The architecture works
to emphasise the idea
of the Lido as an oasis
in the heart of the inner
city.”
Brixton-based writer Howard
Cunnell has chosen Brockwell Lido
as the setting for his third novel,
The Last Good Summer. “I worked
as a lifeguard at the Lido for the
best part of ten years,” Howard said.
“It holds a special place in my heart,
not least because of the way those
red, fort-like walls almost seem to
contain the bright water in a state
of magical suspension. The architecture works to emphasise the idea
of the Lido as an oasis in the heart
of the inner city.”
Lizzie Kaye & Barney Evison

raleigh hall becomes the BCA
The Black Cultural Archives exist
to preserve and promote an understanding of black cultural heritage, and after a long wait, rapid
progress is now being made on
the new home for the archives in
the 19th Century Raleigh Hall on
Windrush Square.
Originally built as a pair of houses
in 1824, Raleigh Hall has been host
to a number of different uses over the
years. From residential, to educational as well as a long stretch hosting the
Brixton Liberal Club, the various occupants have informed a unique history of the site. This history, together
with the architectural significance of
the building, earned it a Grade II listing. Unfortunately listing a building
does not exempt it from changing
fortunes and structural problems,
and after lying vacant and slowly de-

teriorating the Hall had to be placed
on the English Heritage Register of
Historic Buildings at Risk in 1992.
The revival of the building to its latest
use with the BCA has been a timely
one, and saved the building from being lost completely.
Architects Pringle Richards
Sharratt were responsible for deveoping the scheme, working within the
constraints of a structurally unstable
listed building and the technical requirements of rare and delicate archive material. Raleigh Hall will be
returned to its original appearance
externally, with modern and flexible
educational spaces, a cafe and shop
accommodated within.
The exhibition and archive spaces
will be housed in the new stone clad
wing, which provides a contemporary counterpoint. The two solid el-

ements will be contrasted by a light
connecting volume between the two,
with the arrangement around a central court making for another versatile space and strong connection to
Windrush Square.
Architect Malcolm McGregor
tells me “the bringing together of
something old and new as a home
for the BCA in the centre of Brixton
will hopefully show how new life can
be born out of something that was at
one point considered to be at risk.”
The conversion of Raleigh Hall
from something derelict to something purposeful and beautiful is of
immense benefit to the perception of
Windrush Square, and even though
it was a long wait, I’m sure it will be
worth it. Sean McEntee
Architects renders courtesy of
Pringle Richards Sharrat

brockwell lido
Brockwell Lido by South London Prints www.southlondonprints.com

Town Hall during a Royal visit in 1938, courtesy of Lambeth Archives

The Arts Team have also profiled the Ritzy Cinema,
St Matthews Church, the Tube Station and Brixton
Academy, available to read now on Brixton Blog.

The barrier block
Southwyck House is one of Brixton’s most striking and foreboding structures, finding an apt
nickname in the Barrier Block.
It remains a divisive reminder of
what could have happened to our
town centre if the plans developed
in the mid-sixties had come to
fruition.
Finished in 1981, the complex
nine-story block of 184 flats was
purposely designed to shield the
adjacent low rise Moorlands Estate
from excessive traffic noise from
the planned motorway key to the
1963 Redevelopment Proposal, but
thankfully never to be built.
The building has amassed an impressive collection of myths including that it was a young female architect who designed it, but that the
block was built facing the wrong
way, and the architect killed herself
by jumping from the roof.
In fact the chief architect was

Ted Hollamby, described at the
time as a “landmark appointment”
for the borough. Hollamby was
keen to see a Brixton of motorways
and multi-level living, and the Barrier Block was just the beginning of
this vision. Another local reminder
of his stark aesthetic preferences is
HMS Hollamby on Akerman Road,

“Its harsh, neobrutalist-inspired architecture may
look daunting ...but inside
there’s well-built flats, large
south facing windows and a
strong community,” .
a superstructure of flues and access
tunnels to a major district heating
system.
The Barrier Block was blighted
with drugs and crime for much of
the eighties and a 1988 Lambeth
Safe Neighbourhoods unit survey

Picture by Alistair Hall
found that nearly half of residents
avoided going out after dark because of fear of crime, and almost a
fifth of black respondents reported
having been racially abused.
Speaking to Mike Slocombe,
author of Urban75 blog and a resident of the Barrier Block for 18
years, I discovered that the block
has housed Turner Prize-winning artist, Damien Hurst and
the Orb’s Alex Patterson and was
once famously described as a “sullen wasteland, robbing people of
self-respect” by John Major who, it
transpired, had approved the block
during his time in Lambeth.
“Its harsh, neobrutalist-inspired
architecture may look daunting to
outsiders, but inside there's wellbuilt flats, large south facing windows and a strong community,”
Mike tells me. Interestingly, he’s applied to have the building listed, so
watch this space…
RW
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Alt-J at the O2 Academy
Imran Shafi goes weak at the knees for the band of the year

“I went to my first ever gig in this
venue 10 years ago”, Alt-J frontman Joe Newman tells the sell-out
crowd at the Brixton Academy on
Thurdsay 16 May. He didn’t say
who he saw, but whoever they were,
it’s doubtful that they put on as
good a show as the one we got.
Alt-J aren’t your typical indie
band. You can tell as much from
their name, which comes from the
short-cut on Apple computers for
∆, the Greek character Delta used to
represent change in mathematics. In
case we’ve missed the point, behind
the band is a satellite photo of the
Ganges Delta in Bangladesh, beautifully illuminated in changing colours
throughout the night.
Claiming the mantle of change
is bold, but it’s a boldness justified
by the band’s Mercury Music Prize
winning debut album, An Awesome
Wave. The songs flick through a
range of genres, with complex structures combining delicate melodies,
edgy beats and frankly weird vocals.
It’s a fresh, distinct sound on record.
Thom Green’s powerful percussion is a revelation, combining with
Gwil Sainsbury’s bass to provide a
killer rhythm that gets the crowd
swaying early on to Something Good.
Newman’s distinctive voice is
compelling, if a little croaky at the
end of the band’s UK tour. He admits
he’s struggling with the high notes,
but says, “I know you’ll look after
me”. The sympathetic audience takes

the cue, and sings along to the refrain
on Matilda. Despite his throat, Newman earnestly throws himself into
it, providing a gentle and soothing
sound to Ms. Vocal support is also
on hand from Gus Unger-Hamilton
on keyboard and a group of backing
singers popping up occasionally to
provide an extra dimension.
The biggest cheer during the main
set is reserved for Breezeblocks,
which builds into a crescendo until
Newman – and thousands of others
- are chanting “Please don’t go! I’ll
eat you whole! I love you so!” - a direct nod to Maurice Sendak’s classic
1960s children’s book, Where The
Wild Things Are. Having said that,
with their geeky image, it’s difficult to
imagine Alt-J hurting a fly, let alone
resorting to cannibalism in the name
of love.
In the encore, Newman and Unger-Hamilton come out alone to surprise us with an a capella rendition of
College’s A Real Hero, from the Drive
soundtrack. To be honest, I prefer the
original, but it’s a charming effort.
Finally, the rest of the band and a
string section join them to pump out
a rocking version of Taro, complete
with a Bollywood-inspired beat. It’s
an innovative and infectious song,
and ends the set on a high. Afterwards, you’re left wondering where
the band goes next. With their commitment to change, let’s hope it’s not
just a copy and paste job.

BRIXTON

Father Barry Hughes,
Corpus Christi church,
Brixton Hill

Pictures by Jory Cordy

Debut album recorded in Brixton
Jonathan Falcone reports
Alt-J’s rise to musical fame has seen
them credited as indie darlings and
critical favourites, as demonstrated
by their headline show at Brixton’s
O2 Academy in May. Maybe less
well known though is that their
award-winning debut, An Awesome
Wave, was recorded at Brixton’s
Iguana Studios.
Located in an unassuming business unit just off of Acre Lane, inside
it boasts three performance spaces, a
central control room and a communal kitchen across 4,000 square feet

Grilling Levi Roots

When I spoke to Levi Roots earlier this month
about his newest cookbook, Grill it with Levi,
conversation of course turned to the inspiration Brixton has had on him. While Levi’s
connection with the stalls and shops of Brixton
market was clear to see, it’s not the place he considers the true heart of Brixton. For him, that
heart of the community is Brixton Library.
As Levi pointed out, Brixton revolves around
the library. It is the centre of Windrush Square itself and probably the only place in Brixton completely open to everyone equally no matter what
age or income bracket you fall into. But for Levi,
it isn’t just a community resource, it was a home
from home and source of inspiration as a child.
Levi arrived in Brixton at the age of 11 from rural Jamaica, unable to read or write. Each day after
school, he went to Brixton Library and practised
the skills he was learning at school, poring over the
books and the worlds of possibility they offered
him in a Brixton that was very different to today.
His skills and confidence grew with each page and
he says that outside the doors ‘Brixton has grown
around the library’ as Windrush Square has developed
into a place people use daily and Brixton has become a

Spirit of

neighbourhood people love and choose to visit.
It seems no suprise that a boy who spent so
much time reading books has grown into a man
who now writes books. Describing Grill it with
Levi as his ‘best book so far, the one he should have
done first’, Levi says it’s the one that is ‘the most
Brixton, the most me’. The pleasure books still
bring him is clear to see and he talks enthusiastically about the role of education and learning in
society today. He reminds me he isn’t an ‘authority’ on food but someone simply keen to share the
skills and lessons he learned in the library.
Levi will be bringing that love of learning to
schoolkids on his ‘School of Life’ tour when he
will encourage pupils to embrace cookery lessons
and music as a way to discover passions they can
build on throughout life. If you would like Levi to
visit your school, he can be contacted through his
website. In the meantime, you can take a trip to
Brixton Library anytime and allow books into your
life and community too.
Grill it with Levi: 101 Reggae Recipes for Sunshine and Soul is available at Herne Hill Books
with a 10% discount throughout May.
Miss South, Food Editor

of music making heaven.
Iguana Studios is owned and
founded by Andrea Terrano, who
set up the studio in 2000. As a Brixton resident of over 20 years, he has
become an integral part of Brixton’s
musical community. Affable and
chatty, Andrea moved here from Trieste, in the north of Italy. “As soon as
I first came out of Brixton tube it was
so exciting, I turned to smell the Jamaican patties cooking and I thought
‘wow, there’s so much here.’...
Read the full feature article on
Brixton Blog.

Since Belgian priest Father
Charles Van Doorne built Corpus
Christi church in 1887, the parish
has been a vibrant presence on
Brixton Hill. At one time composed of a largely Irish congregation, today the church draws
over a thousand people of many
nationalities to its doors each
weekend. Its diverse community
includes people of all ages and
classes.
Its primary purpose is spiritual – the teaching and presentation
of the Catholic faith and worship.
Many individuals are involved in
organising the various activities
that go on at the church.
Corpus Christi has a significant impact on the local community. The Corpus Christi Catholic
School teaches juniors, infants
and nursery, and totals 400 students. So great is its reputation
that it attracts far more applications than it can accept.
The parish also serves the
wider community. Many of its
members belong to London Citizens, the non-party political grass
roots movement which aims to
improve the quality of living in
the nation’s capital.
Outreach work with the needy
or housebound is carried out by
both lay members and a number of religious orders who have
houses in the parish – the Jesuit
Fathers, the Franciscan Sisters,
and the Brothers of Jesus. The
parish is also active in inter-faith
and inter-church work. It is a supporter of the local food bank and
other charitable activities. Members of the church visit Windmill
Lodge and other care homes each
week. Brixton Prison also has its
own full-time Catholic chaplain.
Corpus Christi is awaiting a
new leader after the recent death
of its much-loved parish priest
Father Tom Heneghan. Having
once served in Ecuador, he attracted many local people from
within the Latin American community to his services. At present I am looking after the parish,
having come out of retirement to
guide it until the archbishop of
Southwark appoints a new pastor.
www.corpuschristibrixton.org
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The Ritzy’s cinematic month with Ash Clark

A few months ago I reported
on these very pages that maverick
director Steven Soderbergh’s pharmaceutical thriller (it’s a real genre,
k?) Side Effects was going to be the
last film we saw of his in UK cinemas before his retirement. Well, it
turns out I lied. It is true that Soderbergh has since been devoting
his attention to other interests, including tweeting a novella, ‘Glue’,
140 characters at a time (check out
his Twitter account, @bitchuation),
and starting a bizarre online merchandise store, but, thanks to UK
distributor E-One, his Liberace biopic Behind The Candelabra (June
7) - airing only on TV in the USA
- is coming to our screens. And we
should be delighted, because it’s
an excellent film featuring an absolutely terrific performance from
Michael Douglas as the flamboyant
pianist, and a heavily eyelinered
Matt Damon as Liberace’s chauffeur/lover Scott Thorson. Don’t
miss.
The next of the big summer
blockbusters is Superman reboot
Man Of Steel (June 14), starring

TERRIFIC: Michael Douglas as Liberace and Matt Damon as Thorson
lantern-jawed Brit Henry Cavill as lently bombastic fare as 300, Suckthe eponymous superhero. It’s di- er Punch and Watchmen. Snyder’s
rected by Zack Snyder, the ‘vision- capacity as a visual artist has never
ary’ (if there’s one term that needs been in question, and trailers sugto be taken out of the promotional gest his new effort will be a feast for
lexicon, this is it) behind such vio- the eyes. Early glimpses also seem

Brixton illustrated
Skate Park, by Kaylene Alder

to confirm that he’s opted for the
Christopher Nolan don’t-laughthis-is-deadly-serious-and-important-guys approach to the superhero
narrative. If you can hack the idea
of Superman being all tortured and
lugubrious, then this might be the
one for you.
The perfect antidote to the potential sturm-und-drang of Snyder arrives in the form of Richard
Linklater’s lovely Before Midnight
(June 21), the third film to track
the developing relationship of Celine (Julie Delpy) and Jesse (Ethan
Hawke). The pair now have adorable twin girls, and we find them on
a Greek island where they’ve spent
the summer holidaying. What follows is plenty of chatter, about relationships and ideas, beautiful
locations, and the most painfully
accurate lover’s tiff I’ve seen captured on film for ages. In terms of
style and content, the laidback Linklater doesn’t reinvent the wheel,
and why would he? When Midnight ends, you’ll likely be craving
another instalment.
There’s plenty more going on

at the Ritzy in June, including
Avengers auteur Joss Whedon’s
scaled-down,
black-and-white,
low-key adaptation of William
Shakespeare’s Much Ado About
Nothing (June 14), a whole host of
rep cinema and late shows, and the
ongoing Discover Tuesdays strand,
which showcases the best in arthouse and foreign cinema.
All films showing at the Ritzy
Cinema, Brixton Oval. Visit www.
picturehouses.co.uk or call 0871
902 573 to book.

BARD: Much Ado About Nothing

This month’s illustration was suggested by Claire Benson who tweeted: “Thinking about taking my 6
year old for an early morning visit to the skate park tomorrow. He skates, I hula hoop.”
Claire will receive a risograph print of the illo kindly provided by Paperwork Press.
There were loads of brilliant suggestions and it was tough to choose just one, so keep them coming
(@kpictures) and you might have a print to call your own next month. www.kaylenealder.com
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From awesome to average, a date with dim sum
BY LINDSAY FALLER, FOOD EDITOR

Dim sum is one of those perfect ways of eating. Less committal than two or three-course
dining, it is an opportunity to try a variety
of different things and lessen your chances
of being disappointed. The literal meaning
of dim sum in Cantonese is rather poetic “touch the heart” – and from the position of
Courtesan on Atlantic Road, this definition
provides a fitting subtext to the restaurant.
They seem to have a serious desire to serve
great food and drinks. Despite this, our dinner did not stack up to be anything more
than decent.
As I said, the motivation is there. The staff
were a perfect blend of knowledgeable, attentive and easygoing. The menu was diverse
and clearly adventurous in its more modern attempts on traditional dim sum; there
are also many items that are wheat-free. We
didn’t try any cocktails this time, but rumour
has it they are talented in the mixology department. The food, however, was a strange
mélange of awesome and average. We ordered a variety of steamed and fried dim
sum, plus a special jerk chicken parcel, which
sounded so unusual that we had to try it. All
this was washed down with a standard pinot
grigio and an unbelievably perfect plum-infused sake.
Deep fried squid came first, served with a
fairly unremarkable chilli sauce and a storm
of ground black pepper. The squid was over-

cooked and the batter was heavy, which exacerbated the overall chewiness. Next came
the forgettable teriyaki tofu. Crunchy, breaded bricks of semi-firm tofu were served with
heavy lashings of teriyaki sauce. Like all
tofu, the flavour comes from the accompanying sauce, which in this case was less like
teriyaki and more like a cloying plum sauce

for crispy duck. Steamed char sui buns and
prawn and crab dumplings followed. The
char sui were light spongy buns surrounding
a rich and slightly salty-sweet pork; they were
really quite outstanding. The prawn and crab
dumplings were served in a thin transparent
parcel and, with a dip of tingly chilli oil, the
salty sea tastes came alive.

The special sweet potato roll was the worst
thing we tried. What seemed like pureed
sweet potato was rolled up into a sponge bun
like a vegetal cinnamon roll and steamed.
Completely tasteless, its texture was similar to sticky mush with a confusing sandy
crunch. Finally, we came to the jerk chicken
parcel with rice, wrapped and steamed in a
lotus leaf. Though admittedly an odd fusion
of Cantonese and Brixton, the parcel really worked. Tender thigh meat was tasty and
moreishly jerked and I thought I could detect
a slight undercurrent of soy sauce, which tied
it all together nicely. The rice soaked up all
the flavour and the dish was a successful interpretation of Brixton’s famous local cuisine.
We finished with rose sorbet, delicately perfumed and utterly refreshing, and black sesame balls. Filled with sesame paste, slightly
sweet, and wrapped in rice flour dough, the
balls were an acquired taste, but I found them
delicious.
There is talent in some of Courtesan’s offerings. The dishes that were good were quite
special, but the average ones were very much
so. Despite such minor gastronomical dismay, I am hopeful in the case of Courtesan.
The heart is clearly there but time will tell if it
improves the touch.
Courtesan: 69-73 Atlantic Road,
020 8127 8677. Dinner for 2, with drinks
and service, was £50.
More from Lindsay at blondevsbland.com

Slow-cooked stuffed squid

The Botanical

I adore squid. I’m sure it would feature in my last meal,
the only debate being whether it’s a starter or the star of
the show. So it always makes me sad when people don’t
like squid because they’ve had it badly cooked and associate it with rubber. I’m on a mission to make people love
squid as much as I do.
There’s one simple rule with squid: cook it for 60 seconds or 60 minutes, but never in between. It loves a brief
connection with a searing heat as you grill or fry it, but it
also comes into its own simmered slowly until tender for
a more soothing dish. What it doesn’t respond well to is
uncertain cooking that makes it curl up and beg for mercy. Be bold with squid. Cook it decisively and pack it with
flavour. You’ll be pleasantly surprised.
This dish takes advantage of the squid’s natural shape
and is stuffed full of callaloo and okra, highlighted with
chilli and tomato and then made special with a sprinkle of
seafood garnish. It’s very easy, only needs one pot and you
can size up the quantities to serve more people.

It’s been a very long cold winter, but there’s a proper taste of spring
and summer coming in Brixton Village. From May 24 and running
throughout the summer, Cornercopia will be introducing their popup cocktail bar The Botanical.
Filling the gap in the Village of what to do or where to go while
waiting for a table at your favourite restaurant, The Botanical will
feature a menu of around 10 seasonal cocktails to drink in the bar
area that is usually a dining room in winter. There are also plans to
have takeway cocktails in jam jars to be sipped in the sun on a picnic.
Run in conjunction with Anne Fairbrother and Ian Riley of
Cornercopia, The Botanical will see up and coming cocktail expert
Nicholas Horton creating his first full cocktail list. And if the sneak
peak we had was anything to go by, it won’t be long before Nick is in
serious demand and his drinks are hard to get your hands on.
Explaining that the cocktails will cost between £5 and no more
than £9, Nick explained that he likes to democratise the art of cocktail making so that people can come along to taste new flavours,
try new styles of drinks and propose things that aren’t on the menu
while watching him make the drinks.
The cocktails follow on naturally from the ethos of Cornercopia
using local English ingredients, seasonal products, forgotten traditions and foraged items to create memorable drinks for all palates.
Items will change by the week to keep things fresh and use ingredients at their finest.
When I went along to talk to Nick, he showed me a modern twist
on the classic sour using raw rhubarb juice instead of lemon, blended together with gin, vanilla and saffron syrup and egg white to
create a very grown up version of rhubarb and custard that slipped
down very nicely indeed (despite it not even being lunchtime when
I was there!)
Served in a similarly simple, but elegant style as Ian’s food at Cornercopia, the drinks come in a selection of stylish not fussy glassware
and use British brands Boxer gin and Element 29 vodka which along
with being an excellent spirit uses innovative ‘bag in box’ packaging
to reduce glass waste. These can be refilled at Cornercopia to make
your cocktail more carbon neutral.
Nick specialises in shorter style cocktails and promises to use
homemade syrups, bitters and cordials along with unusual ingredients such as asparagus juice and nettle to create unique Brixton
drinks. Waiting for a table in the market need never seem like a
problem again at The Botanical. You might even end up staying all
night...
The Botanical will be open from 6pm Tuesday to Saturday with
last orders at 11pm.
More at northsouthfood.com

BY MISS SOUTH, FOOD EDITOR

Stuffed squid, serves two:
•
1 large squid, cleaned with tentacles
•
1 tin callaloo
•
8 okra pods, sliced into 1 cm coins
•
100g cherry tomatoes
•
1 large red chilli, chopped
•
2 cloves garlic, finely chopped
•
two handfuls clams, mussels or cockles (opt)
•
1 tsp hot paprika
•
1 tsp smoked paprika
•
olive oil

I bought my squid at Dagon’s. Ask them to clean and
prepare the squid, leaving it whole and including the tentacles. At home slice the wings off and cut them and the
tentacles into small pieces and set aside.
Heat the olive oil in a heavy based pan and saute the
sliced okra, garlic and chilli in it until they soften slightly
and you can smell the garlic cooking. Add in the paprika,
half the callaloo and the chopped squid and remove from
the heat. Allow the stuffing to cool enough to be able to
handle it and then stuff it into the body of the squid. Take
care not to tear the squid. Not all the stuffing will fit inside
it.
Place the squid in the same pan you used, putting the
remaining stuffing and the other half of the callaloo over
the top. Add in the cherry tomatoes, keeping them whole
and season with salt and pepper. Add just enough water
to stop the callaloo sticking to the pan and then cook on
a low heat on the stove with a lid on for about 50 minutes.
While the squid is cooking, soak your shelled seafood
in cold water to clean them. Discard any that opens at
this stage. Dry so that any excess water drains away. Add
the seafood on top of the squid and put the lid back on,
cooking for 10 minutes on a low heat. The shells will open
and the seafood will flavour the vegetables. Check all the
shells are open and discard any that aren’t as these aren’t
safe to eat.
Serve the squid with the carb of your choice. On a
warm summer day I’d favour some springy sourdough
bread to soak up the juice from the tomatoes, but rice
works really well. Your squid should be soft and tender,
with the callaloo and tomato thickened by the okra and
the whole thing given savoury flavour by the seafood.
This dish should win over any squid sceptics!
More at northsouthfood.com

BY MISS SOUTH, FOOD EDITOR
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Little Brixton

Growing space

I’ve been informed that the sun
might eventually show itself sometime over the next few months so
let’s get ourselves geared up for
some playing and see what the
local parks have to offer.
Brixton’s closest parks are the
three strips of land that create
Max Roach Park, situated on the
Brixton Road. The largest part is
just past the back of the 02 Brixton
Academy. It has a great little kids
playground with slides, swings, a
climbing frame and a lot of space,
all enclosed. Next door to this is
a collection of rope structures for
bigger kids to clamber around.
There is also a small bike trail with
lumps and bumps to make the cycling fun. This is definitely a good
space for the children to let off the
steam and best serves those little
uns who are 7 and older.
Have younger children? Then
head to Slade Gardens on Robsart
Street off the Brixton Road near
Jamm and the Crown and Anchor
Pub. They have a fairly new under-

fives playground which has the
usual swings and slides but also
has a little scooter route.
Heading back into central
Brixton, there is also a small playground in St Matthews Gardens
(that’s where the big church is!) it’s
a good stop off for those heading
home from shopping in Brixton.
Travel along Coldharbour Lane
and visit Loughborough Park
tucked off Moorlands Road – it’s
a lovely space with a nice playground.
If these are all too little, then
head out to the big parks. Brockwell Park in the Tulse Hill/Herne
Hill area has a recently replaced
large playground and a new wet
play area just by the ponds. A
quick warning – both get exceptionally busy. Myatts Fields Park
on the way to Camberwell has a
large playground with zip slide and
wet play area.
I can’t wait for the summer sun
to enjoy these spaces!
See littlelambeth.blogspot.com

Garden, balcony or windowsill: what to do in June

Look ahead to a bountiful fruit
harvest. Even though it’s a late year,
most fruit trees have set by now.
Apples, pears and others spontaneously shed some baby fruit to
conserve resources for fewer, bigger fruit. It’s called the ‘June drop’.
You probably need to remove extras
yourself. Imagine the full size fruits
next to each other and if
the branches could support them. You may need
to pick off 1 in 3 or more.
Over producing one year
can mean a reduced crop
the next, and broken
branches susceptible to
infection. June is also the
month to prune plums,
cherries and damsons as
they can resist better sil-
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ver leaf disease, a fungal infection.
Other fruit trees have their main
pruning in winter.
Plant out tender vegetables
raised under cover such as courgettes, pumpkins, sweet corn, runner and French beans. Harden off
the plants first by putting them outside for a few days, bringing them
in at night, as nights are
still quite chilly. You can
also sow these crops direct into prepared soil
now. Sprinkle just a
few organic slug pellets. These contain 1%
ferric phosphate which
biodegrades into nutrients plants can take up.
Check out the Squash
and Bean Swap projects

MABROUKA
SUGARING
Natural hair removal
Get ready for summer with
smooth, silky, hair-free skin.
For appointments please call Latifa on:

07769210206
Email: mabrouka7@gmail.com
For further information go to:

020 7737 5417

www.brixtontherapycentre.com.therapies/waxing

advertising
@brixtonblog.

15% DISCOUNT
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around Lambeth c/o bandstandbeds.co.uk for info and ways to join
in.
Sow green leaves. Sow quick maturing crops like lettuces, radishes
and Chinese greens in your balcony containers or as catch crops
between rows of kale and cabbage.
Sow in rows, evenly spaced, and
thin the seedlings to 20cm apart as
they develop, adding the thinnings
to salads. Also sow leafy herbs like
dill, parsley and coriander. Edible flowers such as pot and French
marigold, and nasturtium are good
to sow now after all risk of frost has
passed.
Fiona Law is a garden designer
and horticulturalist, also working
on community growing projects in
Lambeth.

FloorsandingETC
Are you looking to
have your wood floors
renovated?
We have been working in this area for 15
years and can provide
excellent references
Skilled in all aspects
of floor finishes
Very reasonable rates
and free quotes
Call Renny or Caroline

07957 592419

Follow
@vivekagardens
@lambethpoly
@bandstandbeds

JASONMATION
Looking for fun and
quirky personalised
cartoons, portraits or
logos?
I am skilled in many areas of art and design.
Visit my website
www.jasonmation.
co.uk
Contact Jason for a
free quote

BESPOKE
FLORIST & GIFTS
BRIXON HILL
We cater for weddings, funerals and
events
Flower arranging
workshops
Indoor/outdoor plants/
compost & pots
Book your wedding
flowers with us and
get 10% discount

Tel: 07931 914791

www.janetedwardslondon.com

Email: info@jasonmation.co.uk

Tel: 0207 7331977
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News from Lambeth Council

•••

New job scheme will link people to work

Don’t put up with it!

Lambeth Council is setting up an employment scheme to build vital links
between employers, schools, colleges and training organisations.

Anti-social behaviour is taken very seriously in
Lambeth and we work hard with you, the police
and other organisations to stop it happening and
to help those who are victims.

With tens of thousands of jobs on the horizon, the council
wants to ensure that local people are well placed to seize
the opportunities from major development and regeneration
projects across the borough including those at Waterloo,
Nine Elms and Vauxhall.
Working closely with Jobcentre Plus, Lambeth College and other employment
support providers in the borough, Lambeth Working will increase the number
of job opportunities for local people.
Lambeth council is also working with the neighbouring borough of Wandsworth,
which shares much of the development around Nine Elms Vauxhall to create a
new Joint Coordination
Unit to ensure residents
from both boroughs can
access jobs and
training.
Deputy leader of
Lambeth Council,
Cllr Jackie Meldrum,
said: “The scale of the
regeneration and
development in and
around Lambeth is huge
– we are the opportunity
borough and if we get it right to seize those
opportunities, it will benefit Lambeth for generations.”
For more information go to:
www.lambeth.gov.uk/morejobs

The Big London Energy Switch
A way to save money on your energy bills
There’s still time to register to save money on your
energy bills through the Big London Energy Switch.
You have until midnight on 3 June 2013 to sign up.
A total of 26,400 residents from across London have
already signed up to The Big London Energy Switch
auction, including 2,213 Lambeth households. The Big
London Energy Switch scheme aims to help people
find better deals on gas and electricity by collectively
negotiating with energy providers through an auction
process. To register for the Big London Energy Switch
June auction, visit www.biglondonenergyswitch.org.uk
or call 020 7926 1000.

www.lambeth.gov.uk

We know that being a victim of anti-social behaviour is
very distressing and often people do not know where
to turn and are worried about contacting the police.
That is why we have a confidential reporting
line that you can contact.
Our reporting line is an
easy way for you to let us
know about anti-social
behaviour in your local
area. Anti-social behaviour can include anything that
is making you feel upset about where you live. This
can include harassment and intimidation, verbal
abuse, noise nuisance, fly-tipping as well as streetdrinking and rough-sleeping. We need you to tell us
what is happening so we can help. Last year, 180
complaints were dealt with effectively by our team.
Call the reporting Line 020 7926 4000, Monday –
Friday, 9am-5pm. Calls can be made anonymously
and outside of those hours you can leave a message
24 hours a day. In an emergency call police on 999.

Community Draught Busters
boost council’s eco-credentials
Community Draught Busters, a local social enterprise
supported by the council to conserve energy and offer
employment opportunities to local unemployed people,
will be ‘draught proofing’ Lambeth Town Hall in May and June.
The work is being carried out as part of the council’s Carbon Management Plan,
which aims to cut our CO2 emissions by 20% between now and 2016.
Draught proofing will improve the thermal efficiency of the Town Hall and is
expected to reduce the amount of energy needed to heat it by 10%.
In the next few months, other energy efficiency projects will include using more
energy efficient light bulbs and LED lighting in corridors in the Town Hall and
other council buildings. Radiator valves will be installed in the Town Hall to give
staff the ability to control heat more effectively. Find out more about Community
Draught Busters by visiting www.ttbdraughtbusters.co.uk
Want to know how to improve energy efficiency in your home?
Visit www.lambeth.gov.uk/cleanerstreets

10511 CE (5.13)
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Keep fit in the
community
BY ZOE JEWELL

In an arch under the railway in
Herne Hill is a small fitness studio
where Neil and Jonny Hay can be
found tutoring classes in Turkish
get-ups, melon smashers, Cossack
kicks and 123s. All these, and more,
form part of their circuit training
classes. For exercise phobics, that
might already sound like hell. In
fact, it is one of the most fun forms
of sport I have found yet.
A typical circuit consists of ten
different exercises of 40 seconds,
with a short break in between. You
do two laps of that followed by another, different set of exercises. I
have never once been to a class that
was the same as the one before. It’s
a bit like being at P.E. in school,
except no-one is judging you for
being sweaty and out of breath, noone gives a damn if you’re the fastest in the class or the slowest, and
there is a great soundtrack to get
you going too.
Neil and Jonny set up Community Circuits in January 2010, starting off in local church and school
halls before moving to the Training
Station on Milkwood Road. The
motivating spirit was to create a
place for sport that was completely
welcoming. “We want this to be the
Cheers bar of fitness”, says Neil, and
sometimes it does feel a bit like that

– people make friends, Neil and
Jonny are always around to chat,
and Neil even starts some classes
with a playlist made up entirely of
songs from 1983.
For those who aren’t able to join
a team sport, who are bored of endless lengths in the pool or frightened of the gym, Community Circuits is an extremely good option
– you get a real workout, but each
class is suitable for any ability. “We
started it at the time when British
Military Fitness was becoming big
but people were quite scared of that
because it’s got that military sound
to it.” This is is all about making
people feel confident enough to
come back for more. “Circuits are
so good because they are so inclusive”, says Jonny. “You can have Arnold Schwarzenegger on your left
and your grandma on your right
and be in exactly the same class. It’s
all about your own pace.” My favourite class isn’t in fact the straightforward circuit, but something called
Target Fit where you get an hour to
work through a list of exercises at
your own pace entirely.
I joined a year ago looking to
get strong – I was already sporty,
but just five minutes with a set of
weights would leave me trembling
on the floor and I hated being
weaker than all the boys around
me. I can now do press ups and

PHEW: Circuiteers take a breather. Pictures by Alistair Hall
lots of burpees, and I love the fact
that each class is accompanied by
fun, sometimes silly, music. For
many others there have been bigger
changes - those who came needing
to lose weight or who really weren’t
fit at all, have had big successes. In
a space like this, everyone is extremely supportive of those with a
goal. “The success stories have been
amazing”, enthuses Neil. “There’s
been some major weight loss. Seeing people’s fitness levels grow and
seeing people’s happiness when
they achieve what they want is fantastic.”
Community Circuits isn’t just
about creating a community feel

within the classes though and
that’s what I’ve come to most admire about Neil and Jonny. They
are pretty dedicated to the area,
rooted in that community hall spirit of their early days. They make
sure to use other local businesses
as much as possible and in return
those businesses will often donate
prizes to their charity events. “Our
dad comes to see us for lunch every other week”, says Jonny, “and
he always comments on how many
people stop to say hello to us – he
says lunch takes twice as long because we spend half the time saying
hello to people.” …The Cheers bar
of fitness, then.

WIN: Training sessions

The Training Station, Herne Hill’s favourite fitness studio, is giving away some great exercise
prizes. Tweet us the best photo of you exercising
outside a famous Brixton landmark.
The winning individual and group entry will
each receive three personal training sessions,
worth £120 (maximum group of five). Two runners-up in each category will receive five free exercise classes, worth £45.
Send your entries to competitions@brixtonblog.com, or tweet @commcircuits
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Making a splash
The annual Windrush aquathlon will
take place at Brockwell Lido on June 2.
It consists of a 500m swim and a 5km
run. Children aged 9-15 can also take
part in a shorter aquathlon.
Windrush Triathlon Club, which
is organising the race, is offering
T-Shirts and medals to all who finish,
with prizes for the fastest. Laura Addis, from the Club, said: “Last year was
a huge success and we want to keep it
as a super friendly race for people of
all abilities in the local area.”

