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INSIDE...Eco park celebrates 
£75k funding boost
Overgrown area ‘transformed’ into edible community space

United in war and peace
A new film looking at the role of 
black serviceman during WW2 is 
to be shown at the Ritzy Cinema 
and at schools and colleges around 
the borough, thanks to a former 
deputy Lambeth mayor.

Streatham Cllr Judy has now 
pledged to get the film Divided 
By Race United in War and Peace 
shown in every school in Lambeth  
following a Leicester Square pre-
miere last month. 

Hundreds of Brixtonites got to-
gether this month to celebrate the 
completion of a scheme to “trans-
form” Loughborough Park.

The community project, organ-
ised by the Friends of Loughbor-
ough Park group and the national 
charity Groundwork, has brought 
new trees, plants, paths and seating 
to the park – as well as an “edible 
hedge” of fruit and nuts that locals 
can pick from.

There will also be a gardening 
area for schools and community 
groups.

To mark its launch, Groundwork 
and the Friends group held a com-
munity event with face-painting, 
seed-planting and a gardening tips, 
as well as free bike maintenance 
and free micro-chipping for dogs.

One resident, Danny, said at the 
event: “The park is so much better 
now! I’ve lived here since I moved 
from Jamaica in 1965 when I was 
nine - so I’ve seen it change.

“It didn’t use to be somewhere 
very welcoming. It used to be a 
mess, overgrown and unsafe, but 
now it’s a really nice local park!”

The improvements to the park 
have been funded with £75,000 
in grants from Groundwork and 
its partner, the Western Riverside 
waste authority, which runs a com-
munity grants scheme.

A Groundwork spokeswoman 

said the edible hedge had replaced 
an “unsightly” area that was pre-
viously the site of anti-social be-
haviour. She said the new hedge 
would encourage “urban foraging” 
– where city-dwellers pick edible 
wild fruits and nuts. 

GREEN FINGERS: young-
sters get a helping hand at 
the park and, right, Friends 
secretary Dorothy Bell OBE  
(left) with Nicky. 

Effra Jazz
Arts editor Barney Evison meets 
leading Effra Jazzist Alan Weekes, 
who has played at the pub for years. 

Culture, p11

Human Rights
The Ritzy Cinema launches the  
Human Rights Watch Film Festival 
this month. We’ve got more on this 
and their photo competition

Film, p12 

Rayner revenge
We bring you two new comic strips 
for your visual pleasure. Check out 
the Tim Bird’s amusing Effra Tales 
and Pigeons, by Bobby Groves.

Analysis, p7

newsdesk@brixtonblog.com
www.brixtonblog.com
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The Lambeth architect behind 
the  Brixton Rec, George Finch, 
has died aged 83.

Finch designed the iconic 
Recreation Centre, as well as 
Lambeth Towers, Kennington 
Road. He died, reportedly of a 
heart attack, on February 13.

The acclaimed architect 
worked for London County 
Council (LCC) across the capital 
before joining the Lambeth ar-
chitectural team, aged 33.

Brixton Rec had been ear-
marked for possible demolition 
and redevelopment as flats in a 
recent draft of the Future Brix-
ton plan, but a fierce opposition 
from users and the community 
led to councillors guaranteeing 
it’s future.

Alan Piper, secretary of Brix-
ton Society, was a junior at Lam-
beth council’s new 
architectural depart-
ment in 1965, when 
George Finch was a 
group leader there.

Piper told the Bu-
gle: “The Brixton Rec 

was pioneering in the respect 
that it wasn’t just an extension to 
a town centre shopping mall, it 
was about making the town cen-
tre about more than just shop-
ping, but leisure and recreation 
as well.”

One member of the Brixton 
Recreation Users Group (BRUG) 

said on Facebook: “His 
son Sean Macintosh said 
George was so pleased 
that BRUG had saved the 
Rec for future generations 
to enjoy.”

George in the 1960s. 
Picture: George Finch estate

Rec centre architect dies

By Kitty Knowles
A pioneering roadside gardening 
scheme has received a £30,000 
boost from Lambeth council.

The Edible Bus Stop, in 
Landor Road, is undergoing 
a major eight-week redesign 
thanks to the funding, which 
came from the council’s Neigh-
bourhood Enhancement Pro-
gramme.

The bus stop, which was start-
ed in March 2012 as a guerrilla 
community garden, was the first 
in a series of green stops along 
the route of the 322 bus. 

Makaela Gilchrist, chairwom-
an of The Edible Bus Stop, and 
a Landor Road resident for 25 
years, told the Bugle: “The coun-
cil’s support has been brilliant, 
and the community coming to-
gether to make it happen shows 
it takes just a few committed citi-
zens to make a difference to how 
your neighbourhood feels.”

“We have a varied following 
of keen gardeners, or those who 
wish to learn more and some 
who simply want to join in. Kids 
love it.”

Co-founder Will Sandy told 

the Brixton Bugle he hoped the 
“inspired design” will raise the 
profile of community gardening.

Since the launch of the bus 
stop in Landor Road, the team 
has planted a second garden in 
West Norwood, and plans others 
in Brixton, Clapham Common 
and Crystal Palace. The proj-
ect has also received numerous 
awards and showcased gardens 
at Hampton Court, the London 
Olympics’ Pleasure Gardens and 
the National Gardening Show.

The new design for the Brix-
ton garden was developed 
through a local competition and 
will include reclaimed Lambeth 
kerb stones and raised beds. Five 
seating areas will be made from 
recycled materials and supports 
provided for climbing plants will 
screen a hidden compost area.

Cllr Imogen Walker said: 
“The people living around here 
have done a great job in turning 
a neglected piece of land into a 
gardening project that has im-
proved the area and brought 
people together.”

www.theediblebusstop.org

All change for 
Edible Bus Stop

By Kitty Knowles
A Brixton-based charity which 
paved the way for textile print 
studios across London has been 
forced to close after cuts to its 
funding. 

London Printworks Trust, in 
Piano House, Brighton Terrace, 
shut for the last time this month 
after helping the Brixton com-
munity to develop skills and self 
expression for 22 years.

Executive director of the 
Trust, Lorna Dallas-Conte, de-
scribed the closure as a “massive 

loss”. 
She blamed a cut to its entire 

core-funding in March for the 
decision to close, but stressed 
the immense positive impact her 
organisation had made across 
Lambeth and the whole of Lon-
don. 

“We have worked with many 
amazing people and contribut-
ed to so many brilliant projects 
over the years,” she told the Bu-
gle, “you never know what might 
come out of all that. 

She added: “In a way we have 

done our work, other textile 
print studios have popped up 
over London, and the fact that 
our landlords are going to recon-
figure our space and feel able to 
raise more money from it also 
goes to show that Brixton is on 
the up.”

The London Printworks Trust 
was formed by a collaboration of 
artists in 1991 and it became a 
charity in 1992. First located in 
Brixton Fashion Centre and later 
at Brighton House (now known 
as Piano House), the Trust was 

created to help the Brixton com-
munity to develop their skills 
and self-expression.

Dallas-Conte thanked a high-
ly supportive Lambeth council, 
the Arts Council, funders Cloth-
worker and Leverhulme, as well 
as the Trust’s numerous volun-
teers. 

In recent years the Trust has 
offered accessible facilities and 
accredited courses in textile 
hand printing, and has support-
ed both educational and profes-
sional practice.

Printworks closure is ‘massive loss’ 

SOGGY: Bus stop volunteers and the new designs (below) 

Blinging out Brixton
Talented youngsters got the 
chance to bring some bling to 
Brixton with a range of activities 
organised by Lamonte Johnson. 

The Bling Ya! events includ-
ed Bling ya bike at Herne Hill 
Market, Railton Road, and Bling 
ya fashion during half term at 
Brixton Community Base, Tal-
ma Road. 

Lamonte - a US born fashion 
designer and community artist 
- has directed Bling Ya Bike in a 
variety of locations in Lambeth 
inclduing Brockwell Park, Moor-
lands Estate, Brixton Commu-
nity Base, Tulse Hill Estate and 
Cressingham Gardens. The proj-
ect is funded by Help a Capital 
Child.
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Visit our OPEN EVENING and Lambeth Jobs Fair to
find out what our Careers College can do for you...

Meet our tutors and take guided
tours of our facilities.

Talk to our current students and see
examples of students’ work.

Take part in competitions.

Get impartial advice on the next step
that's right for you.

Learn how we can help with financial
support.

Find out what’s new for 2013.

For further information
020 7501 5000
www.lambethcollege.ac.uk

PLUS we are partnering with
Lambeth Council to co-host
Lambeth Jobs Fair 2013!

Join us to celebrate National
Apprenticeship Week and find out
more about Lambeth Apprenticeships
and employer job opportunities.

JOIN OUR 
CONVERSATION

Lambeth College Clapham Centre
45 Clapham Common South Side
London SW4 9BL
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Tree planting day
Residents of Millbrook Road, Brix-
ton, are installing 30 trees on their 
street to mark the Queen’s Jubilee. 

Neighbours will get together 
on March 16 to plant the saplings, 
which include Silver Birch, Cherry 
and Rowan. 

The trees have been supplied by 
the Woodland Trust, and will be 
installed with the support of Lam-
beth council. 

By Zoe Jewell, editor
Lambeth leader Cllr Lib Peck has 
warned residents of turmoil to 
come as huge benefits cuts imple-
mented by the Coalition are to take 
effect in April 2013. 

People on benefits in Brixton are 
most likely to be affected by several 
measures including the withdrawal 
of support for council tax benefits, 
the bedroom tax, the removal of 
a disability living allowance and 
tighter qualifications for personal 
independence payments

In an interview with the Brixton 
Bugle, Cllr Peck said: “I suspect we 
are going to see an awful lot of tur-
moil for people that live here at the 
moment.”

Lambeth Council are currently 
running an awareness campaign 
to give advice on what effects the 

cuts could have in individual cases. 
They have worked semi-successful-
ly recently to persuade some land-
lords to drop rents if a very vulner-
able family were to be hit hard by 
benefits cuts.

However, Peck emphasised: 
“Bottom line, we can’t do the job 
the government was doing. These 
cuts are going to really hurt peo-
ple and we’re going to see a lot of 
people distressed, a lot of people 
moving out of the borough, a lot of 
people looking for different schools 
for their kids, different health cen-
tres. You only need to look at the 
increase in our foodbanks to see 
that there’s real need out there and 
it’s going to massively increase.”

The council itself has faced a 
budget slash which means that be-
tween 2010 and 2016 they will have 

lost almost half their budget from 
government. They have imple-
mented about half of those cuts so 
far. “We won’t lose the rest without 
pain”, said Peck. 

Cllr Whelan, Tory group lead-

er, said: “Under the last Labour 
Government the benefits bill went 
through the roof. We are reform-
ing welfare so that no family will 
receive more in benefits than the 
average working family earns.”

Council leader warns 
of ‘turmoil’ as cuts bite

TURMOIL: Council leader Lib Peck on a recent visit to the Livity youth 
marketing agency in Piano House, Brixton

By Kaye Wiggins, politics editor
Posters across Brixton that warn 
about cuts to benefits have sparked 
a national row, with government 
minsters accusing the local council 
of “misusing public funds” for po-
litical purposes.

The large adverts, which are dis-
played at 50 sites in Brixton and the 
surrounding areas, say: “On ben-
efit? The government are making 
cuts.”

They refer to cuts in housing ben-

efit and council tax benefit, which 
will start to take effect in April.

But an aide to the communities 
secretary, Eric Pickles, has made a 
formal complaint about the posters, 
arguing that councils should not use 
local residents’ money for political 
purposes.

Pickles’ colleague, the Tory lo-
cal government minister Brandon 
Lewis, said the council had been 
“caught-red handed systematical-
ly misusing public funds”, adding 

that Lambeth council had “wasted 
money” that it should have spent on 
frontline services.

The Labour council leader Lib 
Peck has defended the council’s 
decision to use the posters, saying 
it only cost £600 and arguing the 
council has a duty to inform resi-
dents about cuts to their incomes.

“Faced with these circumstances 
we felt we had a simple choice, to 
speak up or to be silent. We decided 
to speak up”, she said.

Political row over ‘wasteful’ cuts posters

More cops please
The leader of Lambeth council has 
called on the Mayor of London to 
provide more police for the bor-
ough. 

Cllr Lib Peck said the number 
of officers in Lambeth has fallen by 
20 per cent since 2010, the biggest 
fall in London, but other areas like 
Hammersmith and Fulham had 
seen a fall of only five per cent. 

A council spokesman said: “We 
are entitled to get our fair share of 
police.”

He added: “100 more police of-
ficers would mean Lambeth being 
treated like other London boroughs 
and will bring us in line with the 
London average.”

Lambeth had 1,052 officers in 
May 2010, but just 838 by Decem-
ber 2012, meaning 214 police offi-
cers were lost in that time.
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PLUG INTO COMMUNITY EXCHANGE THROUGH TIME BANKING 
Time banking in Lambeth has become the new hype. It works by using the 
resources and skills we already have to help others. 

Time Banking is a virtual bank where people can deposit their time helping 
someone or offer a skills exchange. 

Time banking works by using the skills and resources we already have to 
help others. For every hour you spend helping, you earn 1 credit of time so 
that someone can help you back. 

Whether it’s in the garden, making clothes, or giving employment advice, 
use your skills in the Lambeth Time Bank.

W e  a r e  f u n d e d  b y  T h e  C o l l a b o r a t i v e -  N H S  L a m b e t h

Web: bit.ly/SWLTimeBank              facebook.com/TimeBankLambeth              Elisée on 020 7326 4703
or 077794060120

By Juliana Lucas
A Lambeth councillor has vowed 
to take a film that explores the re-
lationship between Caribbean and 
English servicemen in World War 
Two to all the schools around the 
south London borough. 

Cllr Judith Best, Lib Dem mem-
ber for Streatham Wells, will also 
host a viewing of  Divided By Race 
United in War and Peace at the 
Ritzy on March 7.  

The 53-year-old former depu-
ty mayor was one of many people 
at the film’s premiere at Leicester 
Square on February 16. 

Best told the Bugle: “This should 
be taught as part of black history 
so they know how our community 

helped to fight facism.  Young black 
people have a reason to be here like 
everyone else”.

The West Indies provided more 
than 16,000 volunteers to defend 
Britain from the Nazis in the Sec-
ond World War yet for many years, 
black people’s impact in the World 
War had been downplayed. 

 According to Stephen Bourne, 
one of the film’s consultants, black 
people from across the British 
Empire enthusiastically joined the 
Army, Navy and Royal Air Force 
and played their part in fighting 
Nazi Germany and its allies. In the 
air, at sea and on land they risked 
their lives, yet very little attention 
has been given to the thousands of 

servicemen and women who sup-
ported the war effort.

One of the ex-servicemen, Neil 
Flanigan MBE, said of the film’s 
premiere: “It was an emotional day. 
It was emotional because of the 
clear experience of what happened 
60 years ago has been brought to 
light. We were the fortunate ones 
that survived.”

He urged for the film to be 
shown around the nation as a key 
part of black history. “Young peo-
ple in this country would not have 
known that so many West Indians 
and Africans served in WWI and II 
if not for history, hence we need to 
keep history going by teaching it.”

A Brixton resident is getting used 
to coming face to face with herself 
after she was asked to model for an 
advertising poster.

The image is promoting the 
Lambeth leg of a pilot scheme in-
troducing people who use men-
tal health services to the doctors, 
councillors and officers who are 
taking charge of the NHS under 
government reforms.

Jacqui Dyer, 45 of Myatt’s Field, 
is chairing a day-long free event at 
The Brix on March 8 and was also 
asked to star in the advertising ma-
terial.

The poster is going up in the 
borough’s libraries, GP surgeries 
and elsewhere and Jacqui says she 
is still getting used to seeing herself 
when she is out and about in Brix-
ton.

“I have used mental health ser-
vices myself and cared for siblings 
with psychological issues so when 
I was asked to get involved in this 
event I was more than happy to do 
so,” she said.

“It’s a bit of a surprise when I 
see the poster around the place but 
anything that helps tackle the stig-
ma around mental health and gets 
people more involved in improving 
the services they use is something I 

want to be a part of in any way.”
Dyer is a member of the mental 

health strategy Ministerial Advi-
sory Group at the Department of 
Health and a Time to Change an-
ti-mental health stigma national 
adviser.  

Government reforms mean 
NHS and social care arrangements 
are changing this April and Mind 
and National Survivor User Net-
work (NSUN) for mental health 
want people to have a greater say in 
the services they use.

To help make that happen the 
charities are bringing together lo-
cal doctors, councillors and patient 
representatives to explain their 
roles and involve people in making 
decisions. This event forms part of 
a pilot scheme that could be intro-
duced across the country.

NSUN charity worker and Lam-
beth councillor Ed Davie said: 
“With her energy, charisma and 
experience Jacqui is the best advert 
we could have for improving men-
tal health in Lambeth.

The event is from 10am – 3.30pm 
at The Brix, St Matthew’s Church, 
Brixton on Friday March 8. Please 
call 0207 820 8982 or just email 
info@nsun.org.uk to book a free 
place.

Unwanted items will see a new 
lease of life thanks to a thrifty Brix-
ton market event.

The Station Road Give and Take 
market, on March 30, gives resi-
dents the chance to donate their 
unwanted things, like clothes and 
books, while picking up new gems 
for free.

The same event last year, organ-
ised by the Brixton Market Trader’s 
Federation and waste service Veo-
lia, gave away 320kg of unwanted 
homeware, clothes and appliances.

This year’s event will include 
stalls from Brixton groups the Re-
makery, Brixton Pound, Transition 
Town and so-called upcycling art.

It also hopes to attract the  Spare 
Tyre Band, an inspiring music 
group of adults with learning dis-
ablities.

Organiser Rahima Fitzwilliam 
Hall said: “The market will give 
people the chance to both get rid 
of unwanted items as well as to pick 
up and re-use good condition sec-
ond hand items and to learn how to 
repair their broken items.

“We want to encourage people to 
reuse unwanted items and to think 
twice about throwing away stuff 
they no longer want, including bro-
ken electrical items.”

The Market will run from 10am 
until 5pm with free stuff being 
topped up on stalls throughout the 
afternoon from midday onward. 
The market needs donations of un-
wanted items and also volunteers 
for the event. For more information 
visit www.brixtonmarket.net or 
tweet @_brixtonmarket.

Help out to 
learn skills
A Brixton-based volunteering 
charity has appealed to employers 
to get their workers signed up to a 
new scheme.
The Volunteer Centre, in Station 
Road, launched Engage Lambeth 
which hopes to bring together 
charities, community groups and 
local business.
Anna Richardson, from the centre, 
said that volunteering opportuni-
ties will help employees to develop 
leadership skills, while businesses 
benefit from an increased brand 
recognition.
“For local employees, these experi-
ences are challenging, memorable 
and always an incredibly positive 
experience,” said Richardson.
“Just by talking about your own 
career path, and by offering your 
experience and encouragement to 
others, you can make a significant 
difference to a young person seek-
ing to enter the world of employ-
ment – something it is easy to take 
for granted.”
Engage Lambeth wants to hear 
from both small local businesses 
and community groups who want 
to get involved with the scheme. 
For more information email cvm@
vclambeth.org.uk or call 020 7326 
5480.

Race and war film comes 
to Lambeth schoolkids

REMEMBERING RACE: Cllr Judy Best with two veterans at the film’s premiere

GOOD DEED: Engage 
Lambeth volunteers

Give and take market

Double vision for 
mental health day

newsdesk@brixtonblog.com

MIRROR IMAGE: Jacqui Dyer, the face of the poster campaign



The Piano Club
Level 2, Piano House
9 Brighton Terrace
London SW9 8DJ

For more information or to arrange a viewing
Email  info@tcnpp.co.uk
or call   020 3189 2720  
or visit  www.pianoclub.org

Join the business beat
The Piano Club is an inspiring  
co-working space in the heart 
of Brixton; suitable for SME’s, 
start-ups and home workers 
where flexibility and affordability 
are key.

It is a collaborative environment, 
allowing members to enjoy 
socialising and networking, but 
also to come and get their heads 
down without distractions.

We provide a range of 
different packages to suit 
different needs:

• Monthly membership with 
 dedicated desk
• 1 day hot desking
• Meeting space
• Mail address and mail  
 forwarding available to  
 non-members
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In January, Brixton Bugle editor 
Zoe Jewell took part in a jour-
nalism project funded by the U.S. 
Embassy to report from Lambeth’s 
‘sister city’ Brooklyn just before 
Obama’s inauguration. This is her 
final report from the trip

In 1970s Brooklyn, says Deb 
Howard, “everybody kind of fled 
the city. Just like the Bronx was 
burning, we had the riots and the 
blackouts.” Thirty years later, the 
Fort Greene district where Deb 
works at the Pratt Area Commu-
nity Council (PACC) is one of 
the most desirable in New York. 
It is two stops from Wall Street, 
has a gorgeous park and huge 
brownstone houses. Deb and her 
colleagues now spend their time 
dealing with the consequences of a 
richer, gentrified neighbourhood.

This interview has been playing 
on my mind recently as discus-
sion starts on the Somerleyton Rd 
developments. How do we work to 
ensure that the changes in Brixton 

Market and rising property rents 
don’t lead to widespread displace-
ment and a loss of the diversity 
that makes Brixton so dear to our 
hearts? How to do that when it is 
so difficult - by the simple struc-
tures of our economy - to see how 
to stop people making personal 
choices about where and how they 
live?

For the Pratt Area Community 
Council, the key to their work is 
protecting tenants from high rents 
in an increasingly desirable area. 
“You can’t stop people from mak-
ing individual decisions. If I was 
someone who bought my house 
in 1960 and I’m retired in 1995 
and all of a sudden the house that 
I bought for $25,000 is now worth 
$850,000 or $1 million...you know, 
that’s what happened.

“When I think what it was like 
when I moved around the corner, 
but now it’s like couples with kids 
and dogs. I don’t feel angry at 
them – they came to a place that 

is a wonderful place to live. But 
what is often contradictory is that 
the cultural and ethnic character 
of the neighbourhood, which is 
what attracts so many people, is 
that if you can’t keep the mixed 
income, you’re not going to keep 
that character.”

Much of PACC’s work, then, has 
not been directed at people making 
individual decisions - “we couldn’t 
really stop that gentrification” - but 
on ensuring that there is enough 
affordable housing in new devel-
opments and that, in the New York 
context, rent-controlled apart-
ments remain rent-controlled.

In 2004, New York state relaxed 
rules so that a cap was put on all 
controlled rent. If you could get 
someone to rent above $2000 in 
a controlled apartment, which by 
Manhattan standards is not much, 
then the apartment could become 
decontrolled.

“So you had a tremendous in-
centive on the part of a new inves-
tor buying a building to push out 
the old tenants and then renovate 
the unit and they put it back on the 
market at $2500.

“It basically triggered a whole 
push to get tenants out. So what we 
do - and we’ve actually been pretty 
successful at it - is that we kept 
really close tabs on anyone who 
was served non-payment cases or 
was being harassed.”

One of most successful tech-
niques they used was to draw in 
new tenants in decontrolled flats 

so that they could present a united 
front against landlords. “We even 
had the new tenants challenging 
their rent increases. A lot of them 
were young and, you know, they 
feel guilty about being the gentri-
fiers too.”

In other areas, PACC are also 
having some success, especially 
in pushing for ‘affordable’ rent 
(pegged to the area’s median in-
come in New York) in new builds 
to be permanently affordable.

While the rent-controlling 
doesn’t apply directly to the situ-

ation in Brixton, the lesson from 
this remains pertinent - if residents 
can understand that rising rents 
and the loss of mixed income 
areas affects us all, whether we 
live in an ‘affordable’ unit at 50% 
of the market rent or in the most 
expensive house in Brixton, then 
perhaps - if we work hard - we can 
present a united front to make sure 
future developments like those at 
Somerleyton Rd don’t just benefit 
the relatively (or very) rich.

More coverage from Brooklyn to 
Brixton at www.brixtonblog.com

From Brooklyn to Brixton

HOUSING BATTLE: Brixton Square development is almost exclusive-
ly luxury flats for young professionals (top) and, below, PACC staff

Deb Howard and Brooklyn blocks
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YOUR PICTURE: Stockwell Road skaters, by John Levick
“It was a beautiful sunny winters day and, since I was passing the skate park, I spent a few minutes tak-
ing photos of some skaters trying to perfect a trick. I don’t know the skater in the photo. He had quite 
a few spills before nailing a landing though. Practice makes perfect!”
Upload your Brixton pictures to our Flickr page: www.flickr.com/groups/brixtonblog

Too many tweets 
Some of your #Brixton Tweets:

The     by numbers
»30 trees to be planted in Millbrook Road, Brixton, in March
»Eight monthly editions of Brixton Bugle, and still going strong
»322  number of the bus which connects the edible bus stops in Brixton
»16,000 volunteers from the West Indies joined British Forces in WW2
»1991 year that London Printworks Trust began. It closed in February
»£2,900 crowd-sourced by Stockwell Oasis for a new Forest Garden

@local_celebrity:
Set of keys found 
on Barnwell Road, 
SW2. Tweet me if 
they’re yours. 

Huge congratulations to Stockwell Urban Oasis who 
successfully raised their project target of £2,900 through 
the crowdsourcing fundraisers Spacehive! And if you 
donated to help them out – sit back and admire your 
magnanimity. 

These guys started as a voluntary community garden-
ing project about two and a half years ago at the Oasis 
adventure playground on Larkhall Lane. Since then 
they’ve moved from simply planting orchards to devel-
oping a whole forest garden / permaculture design which 
combines community gardening with an adventure space 
for kids. It’s ace to see them getting great support from 
local people: both practical and financial.

Founder Kam-Lyn Chak says she hopes that the 
garden will ‘provide lots of different educational and play 
opportunities, and that it will grow into a valuable space 
of natural beauty and bio-diversity.’

As well as planting a mix of trees and plants, creating 
walkways and a pond area, one of the ways they’re going  
to use the money is to ‘build a giant planting mound 
with a grassy section that is for rolling down and a tunnel 
going through it!’ I’m going to be all over that.

So for all those who donated – pay a visit to see your 
money being put into a great community project. And if 
you didn’t donate, of course you’re a terrible monster: so 
why not wash away the guilt by flexing those green-fin-
gers down at the Oasis on a Sunday soon!?

Luke Massey, features editor

Well, you can’t get anymore out 
there in the community than on 
your own local street Market,  so 
above and beyond anything else 
it’s about the relationships that 
you’ll form and the stories you’ll 
hear.  There’s the stall holders - 
the old and the new, the shop and 
cafe owners, the visitors, the Pope’s 
Road toilet attendant (he’s a legend) 
and of course the rest of the Station 
Rd Market Team.  We’ve got pretty 
open arms here and have a casual 
approach to volunteering, usually 
asking people to come down for an 
hour on a Saturday and help with 
market day tasks – great if you’re 

thinking of trading yourself and 
want to get a feel for the street first. 
But we are also looking for a few 
creative thinkers to help us plan 
and deliver some upcoming spe-
cial market days including a Give & 
Take event on 30th March, a Bake 
off on the 27th April and Children’s 
Market in June. So if you want to 
gain experience in community 
event planning this is the place.

Rahima Fitzwilliam Hall
Community Engagement 

Coordinator, Brixton Market 
Traders’ Federation

Digging and dreaming of community win

Come and help at our market

newsdesk@brixtonblog.com
www.brixtonblog.com

@SevenatBrixton: My cat 
catching up on the latest 
Brixton Blog news in the 
@Brixton_Bugle

@RosieLovell: Back in 
Brixton at @RosiesDeliCafe. 
Nothing beats a coffee and a 
bit of local gossip (@Brixton-
Blog @Tim_Dickens!)`

Whether or not you like Foxton’s 
hard sell or disapprove of their 
high-end branding, the Foxton 
shop will bring a modern look to 
that part of the high street, with its 
floor to ceiling glass windows and 
swish interior.

In fact, it will be one of the first 
things that new visitors coming out 
of Brixton Station will see. I’d rather 
them see a modern looking estate 
agent that implies the area is doing 
well rather than a shuttered shop 
that implies the whole area is just 
full of cheap as chips noodles.

Brixton should project a good 
image to visitors to the area - and 
this Foxtons shop will help this 
cause.

Boon Koh, Streatham Local

Just be lucky it’s an estate agents 
and not another mobile phone 
shop! In all reality, an estate agent 
probably isn’t what was needed, but 
at the end of the day if it means the 
shop doesn’t sit empty, then surely 
thats the best option – too often 
shops are closing on high streets, 
and just staying empty!

Kieran, online

Foxton’s hunting

Can’t say I will ever use Foxtons, 
bad reputation from everyone I 
know who have had dealings with 
them.

I did try Speedy Noodle and it 
was truly awful, so let’s keep this 
in perspective.No loss.Rubbish re-
placed by more rubbish.

Mike, online

Foxtons bring nothing and its a 
shame the council have allowed 
that type of use at the site. The 
shop might have been empty but 
sure not for long and would have 
been great to see something more 
valuable to Brixton’s character than 
yet another estate agent/ betting 
shop/ chicken place / Londis / 
charity shop / or similar.
I think the council should be more 
critical in what they let into these 
prime shop locations that will help 
define Brixton.

Eirk, online

Speedy’s was an institution – 9th 
March will be a dark day for Brix-
tonites.

Jack Deacon, online

@revbengoodyear:
Empty shelves at 
Brixton foodbank. 
Please help fill them. 
Drop food today 
between 1230-1330

@RNIELD01: Very 
sad to learn that 
Brazas on Tulse Hill 
has had to close. 
Long my favourite 
#Brixton breakfast 

Join the conversation at 
#Brixton. Tweet @BrixtonBlog
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In these pages this month, we’ve 
featured no fewer than five su-
perb community projects, from 
the Stockwell Oasis Project to 
the Edible Bus Stop. 

In the face of more horren-
dous benefit cuts to strike Lambeth in April, community resilience 
is one thing we will need to make up for the government shortfalls. 
Most people who will suffer from benefits cuts from next month 
will not, frankly, be fundamentally helped by the Brixton Pound or 
the Edible Bus Stop, but these are examples of the ways that in Brix-
ton especially people can and do come together to help each other. 
We will need more of that in a more radical way - support needs to 
be real, and the cooperative council needs to be deeply cooperative 
not just a council with a few extra consultations thrown in.

We have questions, too, about the consultation over the Somer-
leyton Road development - most people will hardly have heard of 
it and yet, plans are to be drawn up within the next month, so that 
Oval House Theatre to be able to get their funding application in 
time. Understandable, indeed, for OHT, but will it mean shortcuts 
are taken with the consultations around other parts of the huge 
site? 

We also learn some important lessons from the other side of the 
pond, where the Pratt Area Community Council has been helping 
long-term residents from being forced from their houses by soar-
ing rents.  This month will see a Foxton’s estate agent opening in 
the former Speedy Noodle site on Brixton Road, a very poignant 
illustration of how times are changing in Brixton. 

We are nothing without our neighbours, so let’s think - at this 
crucial moment - about the kinds of changes we want to see in 
Brixton and we could define the future of Brixton to ensure that 
those who don’t have it so good, can have it better.  That means en-
gaging in things like the new planning document for Brixton, quo-
tas for affordable housing, or pushing for cheaper artists studios 
in Brixton. One example: In the Future Brixton and Somerleyton 
consultations, the council must not only take note of people’s con-
cerns but act on them. With careful planning, ‘market forces’ cur-
rently pushing out existing residential and retail communities can 
be curbed - the council needs to keep its promise to retain these 
communities. 

The Brixton Blog and Bugle
The Brix at St Matthews

Brixton Hill
Est. 2012

Chuka Umunna MP 
We are living through a cost of 
living crisis – people throughout 
our community are living with the 
reality that prices are rising, wages 
are stagnating and new work and 
new jobs that are all too scarce.

 Our community is full of en-
terprising, dynamic, hardworking 
people, so I am positive about our 
future and what we can achieve. 
But the cost of living crisis is hurt-
ing our community now; month-
to-month people are struggling to 
pay their bills and get by, especially 
when it comes to paying for the 
high cost of transport, housing and 
energy.

 I passionately believe that 
the government needs to act to 
ease the cost of living crisis, but 
the Liberal Democrats and the 
Conservatives are not choosing not 
to do so. Worse, they are choosing 
to take action that not only fails to 
help, but that will make the crisis 
much worse for some of our most 

vulnerable residents.
 This April, around 17,000 

people in Lambeth will have to pay 
council tax for the first time, be-
cause Liberal Democrats and Con-
servatives in government chose to 
slash more than £2.5million from 
the amount it gives the council 
to help make sure the poorest do 
not have to pay – almost 21,000 
households in total will have to pay 

more as a result.
 These policies, and a number 

of others, will come in this April. 
They are ill-thought out, badly 
designed choices that pay no heed 
to the needs of our communi-
ty. I am resolutely opposed and 
intensely worried. People who are 
being placed in this situation will 
now have to somehow find a way 
to make ends meet and deal with 
what is being imposed on them 
by the Government this April. I 
would urge everybody worried 
about these changes to contact the 
Council on 020 7926 1000 or view 
the information provided online.

 I will continue to do every-
thing I can in Parliament to stop 
the Government taking from hard 
working middle and lower income 
families at the same time they have 
been giving out tax cuts in excess 
of £107,000 to people earning 
millions of pounds – choices they 
make like these are unfair and 
wrong.

Chuka Umunna is MP for 
Streatham, covering south Brixton 

The view from Westminster

By Kaye Wiggins
Ask a silly question and you’ll get a silly 
answer, the saying goes.

If it’s right, Lambeth council must have 
had some bonkers responses to its latest 
questionnaire on the future of Brixton.

The questionnaire, which has been post-
ed through every resident’s door, invites 
you to agree or disagree – or even ‘strongly 
disagree’ – with statements like:

Brixton should be safe for everyone in 
the evenings.

More people would cycle if there was a 
bike hire scheme.

More people would use Brixton’s over-
ground station if it was easier and more 
pleasant to do so.

Found yourself reaching for the ‘strongly 
disagree’ category yet? No, us neither.

But we do have views on the future of 
Brixton’s town centre, its transport links, 
the availability of affordable housing and 
the need to create jobs and keep hold of the 
things that make Brixton unique.

And now is the time to get those views 
heard, because the council has started a 
public consultation on a planning docu-
ment that could shape the future of the 
area.

If you want to have a meaningful say, 
we’d recommend ditching the dodgy 
document and sharing your views with the 
council directly via futurebrixton.org or by 
emailing futurebrixton@lambeth.gov.uk.

Ask a silly question...
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Friday March 1: Dogstar is putting 
on a house and hip-hop party 
tonight with DJ Bella Taylor and 
Felicious Beats, 10pm-4am, free. 

Saturday March 2: Thought Berlin 
was the flea market centre of the 
world? Well, it still is, but there’s 
a little one on today on Brixton 
Station Rd, with cake stalls thrown 
in for good measure, 10am-5pm.

Sunday March 3: Settle down to 
a Sunday lunch at one of Brix-
ton’s Sunday-type establishments: 
Crown & Anchor, Mango Landin, 
Salon Brixton, Cornercopia or The 
Lido Café.

Monday March 4: The Baytree 
Centre, a charity in Brixton sup-
porting young women and girls 
from inner city families, is starting 
their vocational courses for 16-18 
year old girls anew today. Cours-
es include Employability, Hair & 
Beauty with Nail Art and English 
as a Second Language. Women 
who live in Lambeth and are 
currently not in education or em-
ployment should apply. All courses 
are Lambeth College accredited. 
Contact Kate at the Baytree Centre 
on 020 7733 5283.

Tuesday March 5: The lovely 
Minet Film Club at the Minet 
Library, 52 Knatchbull Rd, will 
be showing Rabbit-Proof Fence 
at 6.30pm today, free. It’s a 
heart-rending tale of three mixed-
race girls taken from their mothers 
in 1930s Australia to be trained as 
servants. They escape and embark 
on a 1500-mile adventure home. 

Wednesday March 6: In the 
build-up to International Women’s 
Day, female writers Lucy Caldwell,  
Wendy Jones, Rosie Goodwin and 
Cathy Kelly will be discussing life, 
women in writing and their latest 
books at the Brixton Library, 7pm. 

Thursday March 7: If you fancy, 
er, what might kindly be called 
somnambulant music, then the 
Sigur Rós concert at the Brixton 
Academy is for you tonight. 

Friday March 8: It’s International 
Women’s Day. Celebrating the 
women of Brixton! 

Saturday March 9: As of today, 
you will have a week left to let 
the council know what you think 
of their plans for the future of 
Brixton. These plans will decide 
on major future developments in 
Brixton, as well as housing, leisure, 
and transport. All things we 
complain about constantly when 
they go wrong, so let’s make sure 
we say those things before they are 
written in stone and have our say 

at www.futurebrixton.org. Dead-
line is March 16.

Sunday March 10: Last chance to 
catch the ‘Supernatural Sublime’ 
exhibition at new Brixton gallery 
Knight Webb at 54 Atlantic Rd. 
Expect pottery and paintings in 
the small shop front space. 

Monday March 11: Mondays in 
Brixton means swing dancing at 
Electric Social, 40 Acre Lane. Get 
your Lindy Hop on from 7.30pm 
for beginners and 8.45pm for 
improvers, £6 for a class. It’s very 
friendly and absolutely anyone is 
welcome to some and get into the 
Brixton Swing. 

CRITIC’S CHOICE: Get Together Brixton, March 9
For International Women’s Day, local resident Elizabeth Hughes has or-
ganised a social get together at Kaff. She’ll be raising money for Oxfam’s 
Women’s Day fund. There’s not much more to it than a simple, friendly 
social event, somewhere to meet new people in the community and eat 
lots of cake, which sounds good to us. There’ll be cocktails and prizes to 
be won. 
Get Together Brixton at Kaff Bar, 64-68 Atlantic Rd

Spring is well on its way (well, sort of), so let the 
Bugle guide you through to Easter with a tip for 
cultural stimulation every day in March 

CRITIC’S CHOICE: Man Like Me, March 6
Londoners Man Like Me are 
bound to please with their poppy, 
ska-like beats and silly suits. 
Johnny Langer and Peter Duffy 
are signed to Mike Skinner’s 
label. This is the band with whom 
Jessie Ware cut her teeth, singing 
on some of their earliest singles. 
Their music is fun - cheap synths 
and funny sounds, often with a 
live band too. For a dance and a 
guaranteed nice night out, you 
couldn’t do much better. 
Man Like Me at Plan b, March 6
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CRITIC’S CHOICE: Eels, Brixton Academy, March 21
Mark Everett, or ‘Mr. E’ , is back with his tenth album ‘Wonderful, 
Glorious’. Don’t worry, despite the title, he hasn’t gone totally happy 
clappy. The growl remains, though many tracks do have the upbeat 
tones of Daisies of the Galaxy. Son of physicist Dr Hugh Everett, 
Mark Everett grew up surrounded by science and escaped his small 
town Virginia neighbourhood to Los Angeles aged 24. In 1991, he 
signed a contract with Polydor and his first albums, ‘Beautiful Freak’ 
and ‘Electro-Shock Blues’ went on to define nineties indie. Everett 
is, by all accounts, a quirky performer. Here’s hoping his show at the 
Academy lives up to the album name…
Eels at Brixton Academy, March 21

Tuesday March 12: One of our 
favourite open mic nights tonight 
at Upstairs at the Ritzy, hosted by 
comedian Junior Booker, above,  
from 7pm. Hopefully he’ll be 
laughing with you, not at you…

Wednesday March 13: Join up to 
the Brixton Society and learn a lot 
about the history of the area, plus 
find out about local campaigns to 
give local people a voice in what 
happens to their surroundings. 
And tomorrow is their monthly 
committee meeting too…

Thursday March 14: Spend most 
of your Thursday nights in the 
market? Branch out a bit and try 
some of Brixton’s other fine restau-
rants: Eritrean food at Asmara 
(Coldharbour Lane), Nigerian 
at Majestic (Coldharbour Lane - 
pictured below) or Japanese at New 
Fujiyama (Vining Street).

Friday March 15: Look out for 
top films at the Ritzy this week as 
the Human Rights Film Festival 
returns until March 22.

Saturday March 16: Millbrook 
Road Residents are having a 
tree-planting day today, to plant 
trees they have been awarded by 
the Woodland Trust. Oh, and it’s 
your last chance to have a say in 
the Future Brixton consultation.

Sunday March 17: Make sure to 
visit Upstairs at the Ritzy to see the 
ten winning photos in the Human 
Rights Festival Photo Competition, 
co-sponsored by the Brixton Blog. 

Monday March 18: Come along to 
our Brixton Blog running club! We 
meet at 7pm at Windrush Square 
and there are two groups: slow (5k) 
and fast (8k). 

Tuesday March 19: Spend a quiet 
evening in the pub with a pint: our 
faves include The Effra, Mango 
Landin and Duke of Edinburgh. 

Wednesday March 20: If you’ve 
got a free day, pop to Photofusion 
for a browse around their latest ex-
hibition, Isabelle Pateer: Unsettled. 
It’s the first UK show for Dutch 
photographer Pateer and focuses 
on a small Belgian village and the 
surrounding polar area. Exhibition 
runs until April 26. See Critic’s 
Choice, below. 

Thursday March 21: One of our-
favourite films of the London Film 
Festival returns to the Ritzy in the 
Human Rights Film Festival – Tall 
as the Baobab Tree plus Q&A at 
6.30pm. Also on the same night, 
Eels are playing at the Academy. `

Friday March 22: Brixton Youth 
Theatre has free workshops and 
masterclasses every Friday evening 

during term time at the Brixton 
Community Base, Talma Rd. 13-15 
year-olds at 6pm-7.30pm and 16-
19 year-olds at 7.30pm-9pm. 

Saturday March 23: Myatt’s Fields 
Project have their weekly park ac-
tivity, Food Heroes, to which any-
one can come and cook up a storm 
with other locals, then eat what has 
been made. Each week has a theme 
so look out for what this one is on 
the Myatt’s Fields Park website. 
10.30am-1pm in the park depot 
kitchen by the greenhouse, free.

Sunday March 24: This is your 

chance to help preserve the 
wonderful Brockwell Park. Every 
fourth Sunday of the month, 
Friends of Brockwell Park get 
together for Dig the Park. That 
means pruning, clearing over-
grown areas, planting shrubs 
and plants, trimming hedgerows. 
11am-3pm, tools and hot soup 
provided, meet at the car park 
entrance. 

Monday March 25: Yep, it’s the 
Brixton Blog running club again 
at 7pm…if you don’t fancy that, 
come say ‘hi’ at Windrush Square 
and then pop to the Brixton Craft 

night at Upstairs at the Ritzy, 7pm. 
Tonight they’ve got an Egyptian 
theme so you’ll be trying out hi-
eroglyphics and making your own 
scarab beetles. 

Tuesday March 26: For disco/indie 
lovers, Plan b are hosting London 
synthpop band Chapel Club (be-
low) tonight from 8pm, £11. 

Wednesday March 27: Another 
open mic night for the performa-
tive among you – this one is at 
Electric Social from 7.30pm, 40 
Acre Lane.  

Thursday March 28: The Brixton 
Women’s Institute is meeting today 
at the Karibu Education Centre, 7 
Gresham Rd, from 7-9pm. They 
will be planning their events, from 
a tasting at the Chocolate Museum 
to a visit from Jay Rayner. Didn’t 
you know the WI is trendy again?
Most importantly, perhaps, the 
April and Easter edition of Brixton 
Bugle is out this morning! 

Got an event for April’s  Whats On 
Guide? info@brixtonblog.com

www.TheChocolateMuseum.co.uk

CRITIC’S CHOICE:
Isabelle Pateer, Photofusion

It’s a wonderful treat to escape the hubub of the 
market and visit the calm of the Photofusion gallery 
and their ever changing exhibitions. This month, Is-
abelle Pateer has her first exhibition in the UK with 
this documentary series ‘Unsettled’ about the small 
Belgian village of Doel and the surrounding area. 
Since the 1970s, the expansion of Antwerp harbour 
has destroyed small villages like Doel as they are 
cleared to make room for new docks and warehous-
es. Pateer documents the inhabitants of this village 
under threat and suffering from the recession.

Unsettled from March 15 to April 26
Photofusion, 17A Electric Lane, Brixton
Tel: 020 7738 5774
www.photofusion.org
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TAKE FIVE 
Ella Buckton

Ella, 19, has lived in Brixton all 
her life. Here she divulges her fa-
vourite spots in the place she loves 
and grew up in

5. The Ritzy Cinema 

I still remember seeing my first 
film on my own at the Ritzy (not so 
pleased to admit it was Pokémon 
the movie - oops). A great cinema 
and will always be at the heart of 
buzzing Brixton life.

4. Bump @ Plan B, Brixton Road 

On a Friday night it’s great to bring 
the weekend in with Bump @ Plan 
B, a small club in the middle of 
Brixton with great music and lots 
of character. I love it!!

3. Vera Cruz, Brixton Hill

On a Sunday afternoon when 
cooking seems like running a 
marathon, a macaroni, bacon 
and cheese from Vera Cruz is the 
perfect solution. A lovely family 
café with friendly staff and my 
favorite pasta dish ever!

2. High Street (Brixton Road)

It may not be Oxford Street but I 
love a run round the shops in the 
middle of Brixton (even if most 
of the time I am just window 
shopping). It’s a great place to treat 
myself to a new party outfit and 
sometimes a last minute present 
for mum. Sorry mum! There’s not 
much you can’t find in the shops 
down there. And usually bump 
into someone I know for a chat.

1. Brockwell Park
 
Home to the Brockwell Lido (the 
Brixton beach), the paddling pool, 
the big white café, the BMX track, 
and the haven that was the one 
o’clock club, Brockwell Park holds 
most of my childhood memories 
and there is no better place for 
relaxing, walking, playing and 
enjoying time with all the other 
people that love Brixton as much 
as I do. Definitely my number one 
place to go in Brixton.

Do you have five Brixton places 
that you want to share with read-
ers? Email info@Brixtonblog.com.

Brenda Last was one of the most 
outstanding ballerinas of her 
generation, a principle danc-
er for the Royal Ballet and a 
founder member of the Western 
Theatre, which later became the 
Scottish Ballet. Extraordinarily 
she learned to dance in a small 
flat on Brixton Hill in the aus-
tere, post-war 1950s. She re-
members Brixton as a place of 
music halls and terrible pover-
ty. And in December 2012, she 
received an OBE for Services 
to Dance.  Here she tells Editor 
Zoe Jewell a bit about her life:

“As a child, I had a bad illness. 
It was during the war. My mother 
had someone take me out to the 
park on a summer’s day. I was 
crying with headaches, so my 
mother thought it was sunstroke, 
so she applied ice on my head and 
my feet, which was the wrong 
thing to do, because I didn’t have 
sunstroke, I had diphtheria. So I 
had to go into hospital. The ice on 
my feet caused rheumatic fever 
and a murmur of the heart. I was 
in there some months and when I 
came out, the doctor said I would 
have to strengthen my legs up.

My mother went home and 
opened the local paper, and in 
it was an advert for this dancing 
school on Brixton Hill. So she 
took me there. I went with this 
caliper on my leg to 
do tap. Mrs Pinchard, 
the teacher, said “you 
don’t want that on 
your leg, Brenda” so 
then I graduated to 
other classes like bal-
let.

Mrs Pinchard lived opposite 
Raleigh Gardens. In those days, 
the most important thing was 
the lady in the corner who played 
the piano. Going from the war, 
it was a very austere life that we 
led here in the 1950s, and to go 
into this woman’s studio and have 
this woman play these marvelous 
tunes; it was absolutely wondrous; 

it was taking you into magic, into 
fairyland almost.

The fifties were just dismal. 
We might have won the war, but 
you’d never have thought it. The 
only things you’d have at home 
would be the wireless. I grew up 
in Loughborough Junction. It was 
a very grotty area I lived in. Brix-
ton was my main shopping area 
of course. The Apollo was a huge, 
wonderful cinema and the Fridge 
was also a cinema, and the Ritzy 
of course, which we never went 
to. It was called the ‘flea pit’ and 
my mother would say, ‘you can’t 
go there, you never know what 
you’ll come out with.’ It’s always 
been a theatrical area because al-

though we didn’t have 
the tube, we did have 
the train from Victo-
ria and there used to 
be quite a lot of the-
atricals who used to 
be variety performers 

because there was the Brixton 
Empress.

My parents owned a shop; it 
was a newsagents, tobacconists 
and sweet shop. It’s just been 
pulled down. It was a tough life. 
As a child, you were always work-
ing in the shop.

I left school when I was 16 and 
went to Mrs Pinchard full time. I 
won the Royal Academy’s pres-

tigious competition called the 
Adeline Genée. That gives you a 
place at the Royal Ballet School. 
So I did one year there.

Madame de Valois, who set up 
the Royal Ballet, saw me dance 
and was very complimentary to 
me and so I organised to see her. 
She offered me a job to join the 
Royal Ballet. So I went. I was a 
classical dancer and I did the ma-
jor roles like Sleeping Beauty. I 
was in the touring company from 
1963 and we did very long tours. 
I have done la fille mal gardée 

more times than anybody else – 
101 times.

My mother died, and then 
Mrs Pinchard died. It’s difficult 
to say… that you’re more upset 
when your dance teacher dies. 
She was a very tough teacher but 
I just knew that whatever she sug-
gested was right. She was a won-
derful teacher. That’s why, when I 
went to get this OBE, I really felt 
I wouldn’t be going without Mrs 
Pinchard, from a small child with 
a caliper on my leg. This is all to 
do with her, really.

‘I’ve done la Fille Mal Gardée 101 times’

I moved to Brixton in 1984 
and became an active member 
of Herne Hill Parish in 1998.

It’s where I live, got married 
and where, five years ago, with 
a helpful shove from the vicar, 
I began three years training at 
Southwark Cathedral to become 
a Licensed Reader - it’s like a 
non-clergy sidekick, with the job 
of teaching and preaching. So as 
an actress on the set of Dr Who 
or Clint Eastwood’s Invictus, I’d 
be scribbling essays, trying to hit 
deadlines, then for the past two 
years, with L-plates off, I’m out 
there!

St Saviour’s and St Paul’s are 
the two churches in the Par-
ish of Herne Hill. St Saviour’s 
is on Herne Hill Road, up from 
Loughborough Junction, and is 
attached to St Saviour’s Primary 
school, which my children at-
tended. St Paul’s sits on Herne 
Hill up from Brockwell Park and 
next to Herne Hill School.

Our congregations are from 
newborns to 90-year-olds, from 

the UK, Europe, Africa, the West 
Indies and beyond. We have 
three Sunday services; a tradi-
tional Communion Service at 
8am at St Paul’s; a 9.30am service 
at St Saviour’s with more young 
families attending the modern 
consecrated hall, and the same 
service up the road at 11.15am at 
St Paul’s.

Maybe it’s the longing for 
something more in our lives, 
maybe it’s despair, or the need to 
get the vicar’s letter to get our kids 
into the local C of E school....! 
Whatever gets us in the church 
door, sometimes once in, we dis-
cover a joy in a God who’s ready 
to love and support us through 
all the changing circumstances of 
our lives.

We’re trying to live out our 
Parish Aim: In God’s strength to 
bring Jesus to the centre of our 
lives and the heart of the commu-
nity. We’re doing this in a num-
ber of ways: with our Monday 
morning playgroup, open to all 
local parents/carers and their lit-

tle ones; our group who help lead 
Sunday worship at Brixton prison 
and pray with prisoners; a variety 
of weekly home groups where we 
get together informally to talk, 
study and pray - with cake; our 
cycling group, Whoosh!, who 
‘whoosh’ off annually around the 
country raising money for vari-
ous local and international chari-
ties and much much more.

We’re also redeveloping St 
Paul’s for greater access, and un-
dertaking a parish audit to dis-
cover more effective ways to ad-
dress parish needs raised by local 
people.

Fancy a look? Visit our web-
site www.hernehillparish.org.uk 
or give us a call on 020 7771 0381

If you’re a member of a reli-
gious or spiritual community in 
Brixton, and would like to share 
your experiences in the Bugle’s 
new Spirit of Brixton column, 
please contact arts@brixtonblog.
com. 

Spirit of 
BRIXTON

Adjoa Andoh 
Actor and lay 
reader

PROUD: Brenda Last receives her OBE from the Prince of Wales in 
December. Picture courtesy of British Ceremonial Arts Ltd “The Ritzy 

was called 
the flea pit”
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Alan Weekes is a renowned London-based 
musician who has performed to a changing 
crowd at the Effra Tavern in Brixton for 
the last 15 years. His laid-back approach 
to live music and virtuoso improvised se-
quences are well known locally, but his rep-
utation extends far beyond South London. 
A veteran of the global jazz scene and a 
well-respected contemporary guitarist, he 
has played with an astounding list of big 
names, from Jimmy Cliff to Joss Stone. 

I met Alan in the Effra on a Wednesday 
afternoon, with football blaring from televi-
sions across the pub – a far cry from the inti-
mate atmosphere of his jazz performance the 
previous Thursday night. The Effra has been 
a long-standing part of Alan’s career. In one 
and a half decades he’s seen it change from 
a black working-class man’s pub to a more 
gentrified venue catering for a wide range of 
patrons. He enjoys seeing faces that he rec-
ognises from his early performances, but he’s 
also happy to attract a younger audience. “It’s 
a new chapter,” he says, “young people are in-
terested and surprised by the music – that’s 
always a good thing.” 

When I ask him what he’s doing over the 
next few days, he tells me that he’s playing 
several pub gigs around London then re-
cording with Boy George at the weekend – a 
typically varied week for Alan; from the hy-
perlocal gig to working with the big guns of 
pop music. Free performances at small local 
venues are very important to him, both as a 
performer and an appreciator of live music. 
“Music is a community thing, it doesn’t all 
have to be at the O2 Arena – music should be 
accessible to everyone.” 

Despite his love for up-close-and-personal 
gigs, he’s no stranger to big venues and has 
played the full gamut from “wine bars to 

Wembley”. He’s toured the world, from Ja-
maica to Japan, and also made an appearance 
on Top of the Pops as a supporting musician 
in 1983.

Alan has also played sev-
eral gigs at Ronnie Scott’s, 
the legendary Soho jazz 
club. He remembers how he 
felt about it as a young mu-
sician: “You never thought 
about playing there and you 
had a huge sense of rever-
ence for the place.” What 
was it like when he finally 
got to play there? “It was a 
big personal buzz, a privilege and an honour. 
I was very nervous – all the greats have been 

on that stage.” 
Alan enjoys the musical variety that his 

extensive career has afforded him. He often 
performs with the Alan 
Weekes Quartet, a band 
that he has developed 
over the last two decades. 
They recently produced 
a live album, and he has 
plans of recording a stu-
dio album with his other 
group, The Effra Band. 
Live or in the studio, 
he’ll play with anyone, 
“big name or no name.” 

He sees music as a language – and he likes a 
good chat.

Now 54, Alan feels the desire to expand 
his repertoire of original material, and is 
throwing himself back into the theory that he 
had previously glossed over. He looks back 
on his days at music college with nostalgia. 
He tells me that he used to leap at the chance 
to jam with fellow students but steered clear 
of what he calls the “really hardcore jamming 
sessions.” Once a “lazy musician” in his own 
words, he is now driven and dedicated. 

Chilled to the last, he fist-bumps me good-
bye and I return the gesture, trying not to look 
awkward. Alan Weekes is an instrumentalist 
at the top of his game, and his laid-back de-
meanour conceals a hard-working musician 
constantly on the go. His passion for music 
drives him from the intimacy of local pub 
gigs to world-famous jazz clubs. His musical 
journey still continues, now from the stage to 
the writing desk. “I want to mature the whole 
way, from player to composer.”

The Effra, and all that Jazz

Arts Co-Editor, Ruth Waters, meets 
Brixton’s champions of competitive 
comedy, BattleActs

A troupe of ten actors with a love for 
physical comedy, the members of Battle-
Acts are quite a handful. When I meet 
just four of the collective at Kaff Bar it is 
both hilarious and exhausting. A South 
London based group of friends who met 
at East 15 Acting School, BattleActs have 
been performing on a monthly basis at 
Brixton’s The Dogstar for three years, as 
well as at the Leicester Square Theatre, 
the Roundhouse, Bloomsbury Lanes, the 
Old Vic Tunnels and at venues in Read-
ing, Manchester and Edinburgh. 

Their act is improvised comedy with 
a difference: it’s a competition. The col-
lective split into two teams and, led by a 
compere and buoyed on by the audience, 
commence comedic battle. I met Phil 
Mann, Emily Lloyd-Saini, Mike Keane, 
and Anna Leong Brophy to find out more. 

Firstly, is it really improvised? 
Anna: Yes! It really is all improvised - 

people never believe it’s all ad lib. 
Emily: Obviously we practice the 

games, and get good at them, but you 

never know which combination or option 
the audience is going to throw at you. 

What are the best types of audience 
to perform to? 

Mike: Stag nights.
Emily: It works well if the audience is 

unified in some way.
Anna: Yes, a coherent audience who 

make the show what they want. 

What are some of your favourite per-
formance games? 

Phil: Recently we’ve been doing what 
we’re calling ‘The Pain Edition’ which in-
volves a lot of games where we inflict pain 
on ourselves. 

Anna: Hopefully to comic effect!
Mike: The hat-snatching game’s one of 

my favorites: where you have to deliver a 
totally serious scene, but all the time try-
ing to snatch the other person’s hat from 
their head. 

Emily: Then you have to do it blind-
folded, just based on where you can hear 
the other person’s voice coming from; 
then again, this time surrounded by live 
mousetraps. [Ouch!]

Anna: Paper-shredder Chekhov is 
a great one where we shred play scripts 

and then mince up the lines. The funni-
est thing about that one is when you get a 
stage direction…

Phil: …Like ‘Enter the stage, dynam-
ically’, which saw me entering face first 
through a collapsible chair. 

Have you got any ideas for new con-
tent? 

Phil: We’re going to be introducing 
some rap into our show. 

Emily: But rap is much harder than 
you think, so it’s going to take some se-
rious practice. 

Phil: Another thing, which we’ve kind 
of nicked and made it our own, is called 
[dramatic pause] ‘The Incredible Four 
Dimensional Shrinking Scene’. Basically 
you start off with a serious scene and you 
act it out once; then you have to repeat it 
in half the width, height and depth and 
at twice the speed and then again in half 
of that…

Mike: So by the end you’re squeaking 
in the space of a shoebox. 

BattleActs will next be performing at 
The Dogstar on 21 March at 9pm. Entry 
is £5. 

Comedy just got nasty

arts@brixtonblog.com
www.brixtonblog.com

ADVERTISE HERE
0207 737 5417

advertising@brixtonblog.com

“Music is a 
community thing, it 

doesn’t all have to be at 
the O2 Arena – music 
should be accessible to 

everyone.”

DANGER: The Battleacts crew get animated on stage 
upstairs at the Dogstar pub
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Throughout March at south Lon-
don’s best cinema, you can expect 
the usual fount of cinematic vari-
ety. Brixton film buff Ashley Clark 
peers knowledgeably at what’s on 
offer. 

Steven Soderbergh, the 50-year-
old director behind the likes of 
Sex, Lies and Videotape, Erin 
Brockovich and Ocean’s Eleven, has 
announced his retirement. His last 
film is Side Effects (Mar 8), a New 
York-set thriller, starring Rooney 
Mara as a young woman suffering 
from severe depression. The meds 
prescribed to her by suave psychi-
atrist Dr. Jonathan Banks (Jude 
Law on top form) spark off all 
kinds of bizarre ‘side effects’, and 
a world of intrigue envelops the 
pair. It’s kinda like a cross between 
an early-ish Brian de Palma film 
and one of those 90’s thrillers with 
lame titles that’s always on late on 
ITV. By which I mean it’s enjoyably 
slick, trashy and far-fetched. By the 
way, the less you know about this 
film going into it, the better. You 
probably shouldn’t have even read 
this.

This month also sees the 
long-awaited return of Oldboy 
director Park Chan-Wook, whose 
Stoker (Mar 1) marks a radical 
change of direction. It’s a salacious 
Gothic thriller which begins in the 
aftermath of the death of a family 
patriarch, and focuses on the emo-
tionally uncompromising rela-
tionship between daughter India 
(Mia Wasikowska) and her chilly 
mother Evelyn (Nicole Kidman). 
The arrival of enigmatically seedy 
Uncle Charlie (Matthew Goode) 
only pushes the strained relation-
ship further. Interestingly (or not, 
depending on your point of view), 
it’s written by Wentworth Miller, 
the star of TV’s Prison Break. 

For some reason, March seems 
to be a boom-time for thrillers. 
Brit diamond Danny Boyle returns 
with the violent, energetic Trance 
(starring James McAvoy and Rosa-
rio Dawson) set in the weird world 
of hypnotherapy. And it’ll be a long 
time before you see a piece of cine-
ma as brain-searingly weird as Lee 
Daniels’ The Paperboy. Ostensibly 
a 60’s-set period neo-noir, in the 

hands of the Precious director, it 
turns into a hilariously overheated, 
Southern-fried stew of sex, death 
and Nicole Kidman pissing on Zac 
Efron. I should tell you to avoid 
it like the plague, but, really, it’s 
unmissable - the new Showgirls, 

perhaps.

Other films to look out for 
include In The House (Mar 29), the 
sleek, very meta new effort from 
French auteur Francois Ozon; ut-
terly charming comedy for all the 

family Robot and Frank (Mar 8); 
Brit director Rufus Norris’ tough 
suburban family drama Broken 
(Mar 8); Sam Raimi’s big budget 
family blockbuster Oz: The Great 
and Powerful 3D (Mar 8). Keep an 
eye out too for the Ritzy’s always 
impressive repertory programme

All films showing above at the 
Ritzy Cinema, Brixton Oval. 

Ashley Clark runs the film blog 
Permanent Plastic Helmet. You 
can follow it on Twitter @PPlas-
ticHelmet and/or him @_Ash_
Clark.

 
Following on from the success 

of his last event in December 
2012, Ashley Clark has announced 
the fourth edition of Permanent 
Plastic Helmet Presents. This time, 
they’re screening a 35mm print of 
Jim Jarmusch’s cult classic Ghost 
Dog: The Way of the Samurai on 
Thursday March 21 at the Clapham 
Picturehouse. There will be food, 
drinks and music in the bar from 
7.30pm, and a prize draw followed 
by the film at 8.50pm.

permanentplastichelmet.com

Thrillers rule the roost this month at Ritzy

THRILLING: Rooney Mara plays a depressed soul in Side Effects

 

 

 

  

Are you young, unemployed and want to work outdoors 
and learn a trade? 

Streetscape provides apprenticeships in landscape gardening to young 
people who are long-term unemployed. 

Come along to one of our free ‘taster days’ at Myatt’s Fields Park, 
Lambeth, to get a feel of what landscaping is all about and put yourself 

forward as a candidate for an apprenticeship with us. 

Contact Aleksandra at info@streetscape.org.uk / 07598240351 
 

Growing Lives, Transforming Landscapes 
www.streetscape.org.uk 

 

By Kitty Knowles
An exhibition of photographs taken by 
Brixton residents will open at the Ritzy this 
month, to coincide with the Human Rights 
Watch Film Festival. 

Photographers were invited to broach 
themes raised by the festival, including wom-
en’s rights, disability rights, LGBT rights, and 
crises and migration among others.

The Brixton Bugle is a media partner for the 
photography competition, and will help the 
cinema to choose a shortlist of winners to e 
distributed in the bar upstairs from Marck 16. 

The festival has been held at The Ritzy 
since it first came to London seventeen years 
ago, and is dedicated to exposing the impor-
tance of human rights. This year’s event will 
feature fourteen recently acclaimed docu-
mentaries and dramas, debate sessions with 
the filmmakers, and talks held by Bill Van 

Esveld, an Israel/Palestine researcher for the 
Human Rights Watch.

Talking about the photography exhibition 
Minda Moriera, from the Ritzy, urged: “Ev-
eryone should come and see the exhibited 
works. This is a great way to encourage and 
support local talent, to learn about human 
rights issues or to look at them from a differ-
ent perspective. Ultimately, we hope that this 
exhibition will inspire action and will bring 
about positive change in the community.”

All entries will additionally be published 
online, where public voters will select the 
competition winners. Prizes include one year 
free Ritzy Membership, one year free mem-
bership with Fotosynthesis, and a free place 
on any Fotosynthesis Photography Course.

The closing date for entries was March 1. 

More at www.brixtonblog.com

Human Rights Watch Festival 

Win tickets to Robot & Frank
Our friends at the Ritzy cinema have 
offered one lucky reader two tickets to 
Robot & Frank, starring Susan Saren-
don and Frank Langella, in the week 
starting March 8. For the chance to 
win, just answer the following ques-
tion:

Robot & Frank launches on March 
8 at the Ritzy – what is this day also 
symbolic for? 

Answers by 12pm on Thursday March 
7 to competitions@brixtonblog.com



Brixton Bugle March 2013 13

FOOD AND DRINK www.brixtonblog.com

Starters
Cullen Skink Soup with Sourdough Toast 5.00

Goat and Poppyseed Cheesecake with Red Onion Jam (v) 5.75

Black Watch Scotch Egg with Yorkshire Rhubarb Chutney 5.75

Scottish Mussels with Bacon, Horseradish and Cider 6.50

Britsh and Spanish Charcuterie
Small Charcuterie Plate with Pickled Vegetables & Sourdough Bread 6.95

Large Charcuterie Plate, plus Bermondsey Spa Cheese 12.95

Mains

Halloumi Burger Tomato Relish Triple cooked Chips (v) 9.50

Dry Aged, Rare Breed Beef Burger in a Brioche Bun with Triple Cooked Chips 10.00

Parsnip, Leek and Apple Cakes, Baked Beetroot and Carraway Dressing (v) 12.50

Free Range Chicken Leg with char grilled Little Gem, Peas a la Francaise, 
Pancetta and Sauteed Potatoes

15.50

Pan Fried Fillet of Sea Trout with Sorrel, Jerusalem Artichoke Puree, Purple 

Sprouting Broccoli 

15.50

Stout Brasied Short Ribs with Polenta, Spinach and Slow Roast Shallots 15.75

Desserts

Spiced, Poached Pear with Home made Vanilla Ice Cream and Hot Chocolate 

Sauce

6.00

Ginger Chocolate Pot 6.00

Cardamon Panna cotta with Yorkshire Rhubarb Compote 6.00

Bermondsey Spa Cheese, Biscuits and Fig Chutney 4.50

March Dinner

Brockwell Lido, Dulwich Road, SE24 0PA

@thelidocafe | www.thelidocafe.co.uk  | info@thelidocafe.co.uk | 0207 7378183 

By Lindsay Faller 
As the main artery between Brix-
ton and Clapham, and accessible 
only by foot or bus, Acre Lane 
may seem like a culinary no-
man’s land. The Tesco and Access 
Storage bookend a strange mix 
of businesses between them and 
“dining” seems limited to a num-
ber of caffs and a few takeaways. 
But appearances can be deceiving 
and Acre Lane is also home to two 
particularly fantastic restaurants: 
the elegantly understated stalwart, 
Upstairs, and the relative newbie, 
Boqueria. Already establishing it-
self as a formidable addition to the 
Brixton dining scene after being 
voted Time Out’s Best New Cheap 
Eats 2012, Boqueria continues to 
make a name for itself both in and 
outside Brixton, and deservedly 
so. 

We ate there on a Tuesday night, 
a tumbleweed scenario in many 
restaurants outside the centre of 
Town, but Boqueria was busy. Its 
sleek bar mostly filled with urban-
ites enjoying cool glasses of sherry 
and nibbles; the back dining room 
noisy in a good way and filled 
with couples and friends enjoying 
a night out, safe from the freezing 
temperatures outside. Their menu 
is comparatively large and full of 

traditional tapas dishes like tor-
tilla, croquettas and chorizo, but 
goes further with its profferings 
of paella and jamon, among other 
things. On this particular evening, 
two specials called to me: calçots 
in tempura with romescu sauce 
and quails eggs in ratatouille. We 
added roasted Padrón peppers, 
carrillada Ibérica (pork cheek 
braised in red wine), and arroz 
negro (black rice with squid and 
mussels) to our order, all of which 
was accompanied by dry Tio Pepe 
and followed by a medium-bodied 
Rioja. 

The calçots, a type of spring 
onion that hails from Catalonia, 
were fried in a light tempura bat-
ter and served with romescu sauce 
on the side. I found the tempura 
a bit unnecessary but enjoyable all 
the same. The romescu sauce was 
good but tasted more of tomatoes 
than red peppers and lacked the 
piquancy I’d hoped for. The quail’s 
eggs were a revelation. Fried and a 
bit wobbly, they gleamed up at us, 
perched on a flavourful ratatouil-
le. Everything in the dish worked 
together beautifully. The roasted 
Padrón peppers, although a touch 
too bitter, were brought back to 
life by sea salt and good olive oil. 
Carrillada Ibérica was hearty and 

deeply wintery. The pork was ten-
der and delicious; the red wine 
sauce was rich and intensely fla-
voured. It all tasted as if it had 
been cooked for hours, exactly as 
it should have. Finally, came the 
arroz negro. The black paella-like 
rice dish had a nice backbone of 
seafood flavours, enhanced by bits 
of squid and mussels nestled with-
in. Accompanied by a nice dollop 
of aïoli and garnished with a beau-
tiful grilled prawn set into the dish 
like a crustacean Venus, it was well 
worth the pre-warned 25-minute 
wait. We finished with a decent 
crema catalana, then rolled our 
happily sated selves home. 

Boqueria is delicious, relatively 
inexpensive and all within walk-
ing distance for us Brixtonites. 
Whilst Brixton Village continues 
to attract diners with its excel-
lent diversity of restaurants, Acre 
Lane is proving to be a marvellous 
collaborator. From Caribbean to 
Catalan, great dining on our door-
steps now exists in even greater 
abundance. Why would you want 
to live anywhere else? 

Boqueria, 192 Acre Lane
Tel: 020 7733 4408 
Meal for two, with drinks  
and service £50

BEST BREAKFAST: Yes, you get a good 
spread in The Duck Egg, but even the lure of 
hollandaise can’t trump the breakfasts at Wild 
Caper. They barely even advertise that they 
do them, but enquire and you’ll be dazzled by 
homemade granola garnished with honey and 
yoghurt or toasted sourdough with a choice 
of at lease three homemade preserves and 
fresh buffalo ricotta, all washed down with a 
damn fine cup of coffee as you pore over their 
cookbook library. Don’t forget to snap up a 
sourdough doughnut for elevenses and one of 
their famous loaves, baked in Franco Manca’s 
oven, for the second best breakfast of a bacon 
butty at home.

BEST SIDE DISH: There was only one 
winner in my book, the triple fried rosemary 
chips at Honest Burgers. I have never met a 
chip I didn’t like, but these beauties are the 
best I’ve had. Just the right thickness, skin 
on, gorgeously golden and crisp with fluffy 
centres and anointed with enough rosemary 
to cut the grease and a generous tang of sea 
salt, I defy you not to try and cram these into 
you mouth as fast as possible despite their 
fearsome heat. I also defy you not to dream of 
them for lunch everyday...

BEST PLACE TO TRY SOMETHING 
NEW: the Nour Cash and Carry. If you’re 
anything like me you like to hit up supermar-
kets (and pharmacies) when you travel. Few 
things please me more than getting a taste 
of what people really eat and buy by seeing 
what’s on sale in the local store. The Nour 
always gives me this sensation as behind its 
deceptively small facade, it stocks everything 
from all round the world. I find it hard not to 
impulse purchase bottles of pomegranate mo-
lasses, bags of ground almonds, spices, pulses 
and random dairy products from the Middle 
East. I always come back from the Nour lad-
en down having spent less than I thought and 
ready to tackle even the weirdest Ottolenghi 
recipe.

BEST COFFEE: The market serves some 
seriously good brews these days. As I said 
Wild Caper is great, Lounge isn’t bad, even 
San Marino has its merits but the undisputed 
champion is Federation. Now at two locations, 
Brixton Village and the Piano House, they are 
nicely en route for world domination. Order 
a flat white, debate between an Anzac biscuit 
and a friand, get both and thank multicultur-
alism for Kiwi coffee so close to home.

BEST FOR NOT BEING JUST HYPE: 
You can’t mention Brixton without mention-
ing Franco Manca. Not just because every-
one’s heard of it, but because it’s as good as 
they say. It might be freezing in the outdoor 
area half the year and the wine is atrocious, 
but the pizza really is worth the queues. I’m 
smug because it really is the closest pizza place 
of any sort to my house and I have eaten here 
more times than I could count. Their chorizo 
pizza is a contender for my last meal list and 
even the slightly odd broccoli number I had 
recently was stil great because of those stun-
ning sourdough bases.

If someone could recommend me the best 
sandwich in Brixton then that would be a to-
tal bonus. More at www.northsouthfood.com

REVIEW: Stunning taste of Catalan that’s closer than you think

FIVE OF THE BEST 
Miss South shows us around her Brixton foody hotspots

HONEST: Rosemary chips with sea salt
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private counselling for 
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Confidential  
Counselling 

in Brixton SW2 & 
Old Street EC2A

MASSAGE THERAPIST

BASED IN CENTRAL BRIXTON
(ELECTRIC LANE)

A NICE RELAXING DE-STRESS
OR

DRUG FREE PAIN RELEIF 

THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE
HOT AND COLD STONE THERAPY

TRIGGER POINT THERAPY
DEEP TISSUE/ SPORTS MASSAGE

SPECIAL RATE 
£40.00 PER TREATMENT 

(MIN 1 HOUR)

CONTACT MARK ON 
07972 564127

SECURE OFF STREET PARKING AVAILABLE

FloorsandingETC

Are you looking to 
have your wood floors 

renovated?

We have been work-
ing in this area for 15 

years and can provide 
excellent references

Skilled in all aspects 
of  floor finishes

Very reasonable rates 
and free quotes

Call Renny or Caroline 

YOUR BUSINESS

HERE
Reach more than 
12,000 readers in 

Brixton  & Lambeth

Advertise in this 
Classified section 
for as little as £20 

020 7737 5417
 

advertising
@brixtonblog.com

MMB Electrics

City & Guilds qualified 
electrician. 

All aspects of  domes-
tic electrical work 

done. 

Full Rewires, Fuse 
Boards, Sockets, 

Lights and 
Fault-finding.

Contact: Marcus 
07837020753

mmaxwell_batten@
hotmail.com

Pott’s Antiques 
Brixton Hill, 

Houses a range of  
interesting pieces 

dating from the 18th 
century right up to the 
popular retro 50’s and 

60’s. 

Hire service 
available

111 Brixton Hill, SW2 
1AA

. 
Tel:  07453078592

E-mail: pottsbrixton@
gmail.com

Kumon Maths & 
English tuition for all 

ages and abilities

Delivers impressive 
results in a support-

ive atmosphere. Fees 
are competitive: start 

now!

Contact  
Dr Yasmin Fitzpatrick 

020 7737 1697 

www.kumon.co.uk/
brixton.
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Garden, balcony or windowsill? W hat to do this month, by Fiona Law.
Are you lucky enough to have an outside growing space? Unfortunately the 
open ground is still very cold, heavy and sodden. Try warming the soil so 
it’ll be ready for sowing and seed potatoes in a few weeks. Cover the soil 
with clear or black polythene anchoring it with bricks, tent pegs or tucking 
it under at the bed edges. Cloches also do the job nicely too, so long as you 
close the ends.

Meanwhile, get started on a warm windowsill with salsa ingredients. 
Tomatoes, peppers and chillies all need a long season of warmth to get 
to ripe fruits.  Sow seeds 1cm deep in shallow trays of seed compost. You 
might want to treat yourself to a windowsill propagator, which delivers 
even bottom heat, so ensuring good germination and a quick start. ‘Gypsy’ 
is an early maturing pepper, ‘Apache’ makes a 45cm plant ideal for contain-
ers and tomato ‘Tumbling Tom’ has prolific cherry fruits, ideal for hanging 
baskets.

Plant up pots with shrubby herbs like sage, rosemary and thyme so that 
the roots establish well now and you get a summer-long crop of leaves. 
Use soil-based compost, adding a bit of grit if you can, as this is what these 
plants prefer. It is heavy too, anchoring pots safely. Part fill your chosen 
container, ease your herb plant out of it’s plastic pot, tease out the roots a 
bit, place the plant in and backfill, pushing the compost around the root 
ball. Finally water in so compost settles in 
contact with the roots. Put the pot on feet 
to allow free drainage.

For fresh leaves in April, why not sow a 
row of spinach in a window box?  Spinach 
is good to sow early as plants bolt when 
sown in April or later. ‘Medania’ is a classic 
variety for taste and successional sowing, 
that won’t mind a bit of shade - on balco-
nies, for instance.

»Fiona Law is a garden designer and hor-
ticulturalist, also working on community 
growing projects in Lambeth.
»Visit vivekagardens.com
»Follow @vivekagardens

This month, Little Lambeth au-
thor Ruth Miller brings us her 
guid to buying second hand for 
your kids.

During pregnancy, you’ll see 
lots of shocking figures about how 
much the first year of a baby’s life 
will cost. Well we have good news 
for you. It doesn’t need to be that 
much if you are happy with getting 
some items second hand.

ONLINE SHOPPING: Ebay 
is your friend.  Is there something 
you’ve been recommended and 
you are happy to buy second hand? 
Then visit this website. Check post-
age costs or if something can be 
delivered by a post or courier (es-
pecially with large items). Don’t 
want to spend the money? then try 
Freecycle. I managed to get a moses 
basket and stand for the little one. 

CHARITY SHOPS: There are a 
fair few charity shops in the Lam-
beth area and I have to say none of 
them are that amazing for baby and 

kids items but here is a list of ones 
to visit:

Barnardos: 414 Brixton Road, 
Brixton, SW9 7AY 

They used to have baskets with 
kids clothes which you could rum-
mage through but now seem to 
have stuck everything on a rail. 
Good for clothes but not much else.

Cancer Research UK: 65 
Streatham High Rd, SW16 1PH: 
Kids clothes, toys and often pieces 
like car seats and Moses baskets.

Give a Little: 71 Streatham Hill, 
London SW2 4TX: Has an organ-
ised children section with lots of 

baby and kids items. However it’s in 
the basement which is no good for 
mums with buggies!

OTHER OPTIONS: Another 
alternative is to visit the flea mar-
ket, in Station Road on the first 
Saturday of the month. Some of the 
stall holders do sell kids items.

There is also the monthly  Brock-
well Park boot sale, organised by 
Friends of Brockwell Park.  

And finally there are lots of near-
ly new sales in the area. The Na-
tional Childcare Trust (NCT) are 
good at running them; check out 
Lambeth’s local groups Riverside, 
Brixton, Dulwich and Streatham, 
and Clapham.

You will not want to buy every-
thing second hand nor should you. 
Babies’ mattresses should always be 
new.

Asides from that, many other 
items can be found as good as new. 
Save your money for great days 
away with the little ones or for their 
university fees! Happy shopping! 

littlelambeth.blogspot.co.uk

Brixton Blog 
Running Club

Fun and sociable and 
free club for all abili-

ties. 

Join us every Mon-
day,  7pm, Windrush 

Square

For more info visit 
www.brixtonblog.com

Email info@brixton-
blog.com

Little Lambeth 

Classifieds

Growing space 



More Jobs Fortnight 
4-15 March

More Jobs Fortnight coincides with National 
Careers Week  (4-8 March) and National 
Apprenticeship Week (11-15 March).

It is a great opportunity for you to get practical advice 
about your finances and searching for work. So take a 
look at the list of events and get involved.

More Jobs Fortnight programme
Tuesday 5 March
How to interview well
We will give you some tips and advice about  
how to come across well in an interview.  
You must book in advance.  
Lambeth Town Hall, Brixton Hill,  
SW2 1RW 10am to 12pm
Contact pmorris1@lambeth.gov.uk to  
make an appointment 

How to create a winning CV
Our experts will give you tips on making your CV 
brilliant and tell you what employers look. You must 
book in advance. Lambeth Town Hall, Brixton Hill, 
SW2 1RW, 2 to 4pm
Contact pmorris1@lambeth.gov.uk to make an 
appointment

Thursday 7 March
Pathways to Self Employment Workshop
Have you got a money making idea? If so, join the 
Pathway to Self-Employment programme designed to 
help you explore whether self employment or starting a 
business is the best option for you.
Lambeth Town Hall, Brixton Hill,  
SW2 1RW, 5 to 7pm
Book now: www.lambethselfemployment3.
eventbrite.com

Friday 8 March
Help with your finance –  
Money Advice Service
The national Money Advice Service is offering 20 
minute one-to-one appointments to talk about any 
finance issue. You must book an appointment.
Lambeth Town Hall,
Brixton Hill, SW2 1RW
Contact pmorris1@lambeth.gov.uk or  
call 020 7926 9930 to make an appointment.

Saturday 9 March
Family Finance Fair
Come along to our Family Finance Fair, where you’ll 
be able to get information and advice about:

• managing your family finances

• getting into employment

• benefit changes

• coping with debt

CV Doctor Mildred Talabi will also be on hand 
between 12 and 2pm to look through your CV. 
Once it’s been revitalised, you’ll receive a copy of 
Mildred’s book ‘7 Keys to a Winning CV: How to 
create a CV that gets result’.

To guarantee an appointment with the CV doctor, 
email astewart1@lambeth.gov.uk or call 020 
7926 9765. With over 20 confirmed stands to 
date, this drop-in event will have helpful information 
along with light refreshments and children’s 
entertainment.

Brixton Recreation Centre,
27 Brixton Station Road, SW9 8QQ
10am to 3pm

Saturday 9 March
SWISH - The Big Lambeth Clothes Swap
Need new clothes for work?
Come and swap clothes you no longer want for 
ones you do at our big swap. Bring along five 
unwanted (but in good condition) pieces of clothing 
and you can take the same number away. The 
focus is on professional dress, so hopefully you’ll 
find the perfect outfit for your next interview!
Brixton Recreation Centre,  
27 Brixton Station Road, SW9 8QQ
10am to 2pm

Wednesday 13 March
Apprenticeship and job fair
If you would like to know more about getting  
an apprenticeship, learning new skills or finding 
work, come along.Lambeth College  
(Clapham Site),45 Clapham Common South Side,  
SW4 9BL, 5 to 8pm

Friday 15 March
Help with your finance – Money Advice Service
The national Money Advice Service is offering 20 
minute one-to-one appointments to talk about any 
finance issue. You must book an appointment.
Gracefield Gardens Customer Centre,  
2–8 Gracefield Gardens, SW16 2ST
Contact pmorris1@lambeth.gov.uk or  
call 020 7926 9930 to make an appointment

This programme is correct at time of print and 
is subject to change. For the most up-to-date 
listings see www.lambeth.gov.uk/morejobs.
All events, advice sessions and workshops  
are free to attend.

Our first-ever More Jobs Fortnight is taking place  
between 4-15 March, to support local people to find work.

Over the two weeks there will be a range of activity for people who are 
newly unemployed, coming off benefits and seeking work for the first 
time, and young people looking for work for the first time.

www.lambeth.gov.uk/morejobs

LBL - More for jobs advertorial v2.indd   1 21/02/2013   17:00

Brixton Bugle February 2013 15

ADVERTORIAL www.brixtonblog.com



Brixton Bugle February 201316

SPORT www.brixtonblog.com

By Dave Carr

Streatham Redskins 5
Wightlink Raiders 9

Streatham Redskins gave their 
youngsters a skate on February 17 
and 18 as they faced two road trips 
in as many days in the Cup.

With chances of qualification 
for the final already gone, coach 
Warren Rost used both fixtures to 
rotate his squad and was without 
captain Joe Johnston and defense-
men Shaun Smith, Phil Manny and 
Adam Mahoney throughout the 
weekend.

On Saturday the Londoners 
made the long trip to the Isle of 
Wight and lost 9-5 to the high 
flying Wightlink Raiders.

Teenager brothers Tom and 
Will Poles were handed a debut 
for the team, whilst fellow pros-
pect Daniel Clayton was called up 
from Streatham’s Under 18 squad. 
Youngster Eddie Temple was made 
captain for the day as Rost ensured 
that the game acted as a learning 
curve.

The opening stages of the game 
were pretty even as the Redskins 
rotated all four lines to good effect.

The home side opened the 
scoring with three minutes gone 
as Richard Facey fired home an 
Alex Murray pass. Streatham hit 

straight back as Liam Rasmussen 
broke free and slid the puck past 
Dan Weller-Evans in the Wightlink 
goal.

Three minutes later the Raid-
ers were back in the lead again as 
Nathan Taylor stepped out of the 
corner and fired his shot through 
traffic on the powerplay and it 
squeezed past Stefan Nubert in the 
Streatham goal.

Streatham were back level just 
minutes later as Dom Hopkins 
long shot from the red line flew 
into the bottom corner of the net.

Wightlink began to exert 
further pressure and Craig Tribe 
broke free after a defensive error 
on the Streatham blue line and 
made no mistake with the finish.

The home side extended their 
lead moments later as Jiri Hanzal 
showed good accuracy to beat 
Nubert after a pass from Facey.

At 4-2 up, Wightlink gave away 
a penalty shot in the dying minutes 
of the first period after Rasmussen 
was hauled down when through on 
goal. The Streatham winger then 
took the penalty shot but fired 
straight at Weller-Evans to the 
delight of the home crowd.

If Streatham had looked com-
petitive in the first period they 
looked far from it in the second 
as the home side began to boss 
proceedings.

The goals soon followed and 

Tribe got his second of the night 
just three minutes from the restart 
and then Corey Watkins, Kieran 
Annis and Hanzel again added 
more in quick succession.

Streatham needed to pull them-
selves together in the third period 
to avoid a rout and the signs 
looked ominous as Sam Waller 
fired home from the point to make 
it 9-2 to Wightlink.

To their credit Streatham came 
out hard with Michal Oravec 

netting a minute later after good 
work from Balmer and then the 
Slovak got his second of the night 
with a well worked powerplay goal 
involving David Carr and Hopkins.

In between these goals saw the 
ejection of Annis, who took excep-
tion to Oravec and jumped him by 
the boards.

Streatham scored the final goal 
of the night in fortuitous circum-
stances as a dump from Hopkins 
from the centre circle took a 

bounce in front of Weller-Evans 
and landed in the corner of the net 
to make it 9-5.

Streatham Redskins 4
MK Thunder  4

See full report from the Sunday 
game against MK Thunder on 
www.brixtonblog.com. 

Despite no win over the week-
end there were plenty of positives 
to take from the games, not least 
the squad rotation and different 
systems the Redskins tried out.

Upcoming home games:
 

Sunday March 17: 
Streatham v MK – face off 
18.45

Saturday March 23: 
Streatham v Romford – face 
off 17.30

Redskin youth raided

BOSH: Streatham Redskins go in hard away at Wightlink Raiders, but end up beaten. Pic: Nikky Craft

Lycra-clad moonlight running
By Zoe Jewell
On a very, very cold Monday night in Febru-
ary, I met with about 15 others at Windrush 
Square in sporty gear, ready for a run. It felt 
like it was about to snow, and indeed it did 
later that evening. Just an hour before, I had 
been rushing home from work in the com-
muter throng. Now, us lycra-clad strangers 
were about to run 8k or 5k together, depend-
ing on how we each felt, through a dark Brock-
well Park. The Brixton Blog editors, myself 
included, had set up this running club some 
months ago and this was my first go. I have 
run lots before, I enjoy sport even, but the 
thought of exposing my distinctly medium 
athletic skills to our readers was rather daunt-
ing.   I also always, without fail, get a horrible 
stitch at exactly the same point in Brockwell 
Park - that bit by Tulse Hill, as you curve 
round and start running downhill towards 
Herne Hill - and the only way I can solve it is 
to rather embarrassingly run with my hands 
up over my head for five minutes. Needless to 
say, that happened this time too, but it didn’t 

matter really - my favourite kind of  running 
has always been with other people and a run-
ning club  like this is, it seems, the best way to 
do that. Everyone there is, basically, just really 
nice. And no-one cares whether you are slow 
or super fast. Plus it’s dark, so no-one can re-
ally tell how red your face is at the end...

Facebook.com/BrixtonBlogRunningClub

newsdesk@brixtonblog.com
www.brixtonblog.com

TRAINERS: Brockwell Park in sun


